
 [Jesus said,] “So every-

one who acknowledges me 

before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my 

Father who is in heaven, 

but whoever denies me 

before men, I also will deny 

before my Father who is in 

heaven.”  

Matthew 10:32-33 
 

Should We Pray For persecution? 

You may have heard of the name Dietrich Bonhoeffer before. 

He was a German Lutheran pastor and scholar in Germany prior 

to and during WWII. He opposed the Nazis and rejected anti-

Semitism. He was therefore restricted to speak and write which 

prevented him from exchanging his ideas with others. While a 

good portion of his writing and life is laudable, some of his 

works and conduct were not. In this article I will reference his 

martyrdom for opposing evil and confessing the faith. 

On April 5, 1943, Dietrich Bonhoeffer was arrested and incar-

cerated at Tegel Prison. There he was interrogated for being 

part of the resistance against the Nazis. While imprisoned he 

commented in one of his letters on the reading program he was 

following in prison: “I’m now reading Tertullian, Cyprian, and 

others of the church fathers with great interest. In some ways 

they are more relevant to our time than the Reformers.” Bon-

hoeffer’s interest in reading the church fathers was more practi-

cal than it was theological. He was soon to be hanged by the 

Nazis. To be a serious believer in the early days of Christianity 

was to be a marked man and I think Bonhoeffer saw in the 

church fathers a passion and commitment that seems to only 

come from religious persecution—something that he personally 

knew and experienced.  

Although the world today is increasingly religious, it is simultane-

ously less and less tolerant of Christians and their distinctive be-

liefs. In two thirds of the world’s countries, persecution has 

worsened in recent years. In America we do not suffer persecu-

tion, per se, but affliction for confessing Christ. Bakers who op-

pose so called “same-sex marriage” have been fined and harassed, 

but not persecuted like the church fathers were persecuted. 

America is still very tolerant of Christian beliefs, however the 

lack of persecution tends to make Christians soft and indifferent. 

Should we pray for persecution so that we take the Gospel more 

seriously? 

I don’t have an answer for that question. However, it is a fact that 

whenever the Christian faith is persecuted, the church grows and 

people take the Gospel more seriously. In the Confirmation Rite, 

the catechumen is asked: “Do you intend to continue steadfast in 

this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather 

than fall away from it?” At that moment we all should remember 

the martyrs that have gone before us who suffered the not only 

the loss of employment, floggings, beatings, but hangings, cruci-

fixion, dismemberment, and even more heinous deaths for the 

sake of Gospel. They held to the faith for the sake of the Gospel 

and they confessed the hope of eternal life in the face immediate 

and certain death. They did it with resolute confidence and joy.  

If Christ had not been raised from the dead and Christianity were 

just a mere social or political movement, tens of thousands of 

martyrs would not have willingly and confidently gone to their 

certain deaths for the sake of resisting evil and confessing Christ. 

But Christ has been raised from the dead and the Gospel is alive 

and well whether the church is persecuted or not. Let us rejoice 

that we have the freedom to boldly confess Christ and Him cruci-

fied and fervently pray for those who today face persecution be-

cause they bear the name of Jesus. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Matt Wurm 
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“As [Jesus] was getting into the boat, the man 
who had been possessed with demons begged 
him that he might be with him. And he did not 
permit him but said to him, ‘Go home to your 
friends and tell them how much the Lord has 
done for you, and how he has mercy on 
you’” (Mark 5:18-19). 

To whom does the Lord send this man? 
Whom is he to evangelize? Is he primarily sup-
posed to go meet new people so he can tell 
them about Jesus? 

No, that is not his primary purpose. Jesus tells 
him to go to his home, talk with the people 
he’s already close with, and tell them about 
his crazy day. 

Whom should you tell about what the Lord 
has done for you? Primarily, the same people 
with whom you talk about everything else. 
They know you. They trust you. And you know 
them—their joys and struggles, their gifts and 
their faults, and how they understand the world 
to be. You know their brokenness, and you know 
the One who can make them whole. 

We say that vocations come in concentric cir-
cles, beginning with the family and then extend-
ing outward: husband/wife, then father/mother, 
son/daughter, brother/sister, etc., followed by 
the people in your place of work and everyone 
else for whom you are responsible or who needs 
things from you. I believe that something similar 
can be said for witnessing: your priorities there, 
too, should come in similar concentric circles. 
Whom should you tell about what the Lord has 
done for you? Primarily the people with whom 
you are already close, the people for whom 
you are already responsible, the people whom 
you already love and serve in other ways. 

Why these people? Because God has already 
placed you into their lives and them into yours 
so that you might love and serve them. The rela-
tionship already exists, and the relationship 

means you owe each other something: love, ser-
vice, honesty, etc. Telling the truth is part of any 
relationship, and so telling the truth about Jesus 
certainly should be. 

After he was raised from the dead, Jesus told 
his disciples, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you al-
ways, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:16-20). 
People often put the emphasis on the “Go”—get 
out there! However, in the grammar of the Greek, 
“Go” does not take emphasis, just as “baptizing” 
and “teaching” do not take emphasis; “make dis-
ciples” is the only command. (For anyone who 
cares about grammar, it’s participles versus an 
imperative.) It might be better translated, “As you 
go, make disciples…” To take it a step further, as 
you go about your day and as you go about your 
ordinary business, make disciples by baptizing 
and teaching—proclaiming what the Lord has 
done for you into the lives of people on your or-
dinary path. 

Next month I’ll discuss how witnessing is 
simply telling the truth; it’s not on you to con-
vince anyone of anything. 

 In Christ, 

    Pastor Bauer  

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

Witnessing = Knocking on Doors? 
Witnessing, Part 2 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

September 1 1 Kings 18:1-19 Ephesians 1:1-23 

September 2 1 Kings 18:20-40 Ephesians 2:1-22 

September 3 1 Kings 19:1-21 Ephesians 3:1-21 

September 4 2 Kings 2:1-18 Ephesians 4:1-24 

September 5 2 Kings 2:19-25; 4:1-7 Ephesians 4:25-5:14 

September 6 2 Kings 4:8-22; 32-37 Ephesians 5:15-33  

September 7 2 Kings 4:38-5:8 Ephesians 6:1-24 

September 8 2 Kings 5:9-27 Philippians 1:1-20  

September 9 2 Kings 6:1-23 Philippians 1:21-2:11 

September 10 2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29 Philippians 2:12-30  

September 11 2 Chronicles 29:1-24 Philippians 3:1-21 

September 12 2 Chronicles 31:1-21 Philippians 4:1-23 

September 13 2 Chronicles 32:1-22 Colossians 1:1-23 

September 14 2 Chronicles 33:1-25 Colossians 1:24-2:7 

September 15 2 Chronicles 34:1-4, 8-11, 14-33 Colossians 2:8-23 

September 16 2 Chronicles 35:1-7, 16-25 Colossians 3:1-25  

September 17 2 Chronicles 36:1-23 Colossians 4:1-18 

September 18 Nehemiah 1:1-2:10 1 Timothy 1:1-20 

September 19 Nehemiah 2:11-20; 4:1-6  1 Timothy 2:1-15 

September 20 Nehemiah 4:7-23 1 Timothy 3:1-16 

September 21 Nehemiah 5:1-16; 6:1-9; 15-16 1 Timothy 4:1-16 

September 22 Nehemiah 7:1-4; 8:1-18 1 Timothy 5:1-16 

September 23 Nehemiah 9:1-21 1 Timothy 5:17-6:2 

September 24 Nehemiah 9:22-38 1 Timothy 6:3-21 

September 25 Malachi 1:1-14 Matthew 3:1-17 

September 26 Malachi 2:1-3:5 Matthew 4:1-11 

September 27 Malachi 3:6-4:6 Matthew 4:12-25 

September 28 Deuteronomy 1:1-18  Matthew 5:1-20 

September 29 Deuteronomy 1:19-36  Matthew 5:21-48 

September 30 Deuteronomy 1:37-2:15  Matthew 6:1-15 



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 in re-
ceipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to use as we 
would like to. Drop boxes may be found on the small table by the 
member mailboxes in the narthex. 

 

As of August 16, we have  
collected $3,835.02 in Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Reminder:  We can only use  
Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts and accepted. 

Where We S†and 

Join us on Facebook 

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church & 

SDSU Lutheran Student Fellowship 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307                692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116       692-5810 

Joyce Peters   2410 Sunrise Ridge Cir. #107       692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469      605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33      692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12     692-2949 

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities regularly. 

The listing above is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to please remember these 

folks with visits, cards and/or prayers.  

President: Matthew Baker 

Vice President: Chris Schaefer 

Secretary: Melody Hall 

Treasurer: Jeff Siekmann 



September Activities 

Mt. Calvary’s college group would like to invite all members to church on 
Friday, September 7 for a night of games. Members of all ages are asked to 
come at 7:00 for a variety of board games and card games. Feel free to bring 
your own games. The LSF will provide snacks and drinks. Everyone should 
meet in the basement. This is always a fun time for everyone of all ages.  

The 21st Annual Bike-For-Life is Saturday, September 8. Participants from 
Brookings will ride their bicycles from Freeman, SD to the Alpha Center in 
Sioux Falls. All those who wish to ride should meet at Peace Lutheran 
Church at 10:30am and a truck will haul the bikes to Freeman. At Freeman, a 
lunch will be served and the 50 miles trek will begin along with cyclers from 
Armour. Once in Sioux Falls, the group will be greeted by staff and treated 
to a meal served by the Alpha Center. Even if you are not a biker, you can 
support this event by donating financially to the ultrasound unit at the Alpha 
Center. It is proven that when a mother in a crisis situation sees her unborn 
baby in an ultrasound, she is much more likely to keep her baby safe. There 
are many ways to support life. Please sign up on the bulletin board in the nar-
thex or see Lorie Cuperus. You can also visit www.bikeforlifesd.org where 
folks are saving babies 1 mile at a time. 

The Board of Evangelism is hosting a tailgating event for the congregation 
and the LSF before the Beef Bowl on Saturday, September 15. Come to the 
parking lot just north of the library and join in on the pre-game food and fel-
lowship. Bring chairs and a yard game if you have one. Food and drinks will 
be provided by the Evangelism Board. The fun starts at 3:00.  

The Ladies’ Morning Out group will meet at church at 9:45 on Saturday, 
September 22 to carpool out to Shade Vineyard and Winery. There they will 
sample some fruitful wine, engage in fellowship and talk a bit about the 
LWML. The cost for this event is $5.00.   



September Activities Continued 

Lutherans 

For Life 

Sunday 

Please join us for services on Sunday, September 23 as we welcome Rev. Mi-

chael W. Salemink. Rev. Salemink is the Executive Director of the national Lu-

therans For Life organization and will preach at both of our Divine Services that 

day. He began serving as executive director-elect of Lutherans For Life in Au-

gust 2015 and became executive director on January 1, 2016. He received a BA 

in theology from Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, in 1999 and a 

Master of Divinity from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, in 2003. 

He has served as pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Webster, Minnesota, 

(2003-2005) and as associate pastor of St. James Lutheran Church and School in 

Lafayette, Indiana (2005-2015). Pastor Salemink and his wife, Heather, have 

been married since 2000 and reside in St. Louis where they attend Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Olivette, with their three sons: Christian, Nathan and Luke. 

Not only will Rev. Salemink preach at Mt. Calvary, he will lead Adult Bible 

Class and then give a presentation following a congregational lunch.  

Lutherans For Life (LFL) is more than an organization that produces facts and 

figures and keeps people informed on the latest life related news and political 

maneuverings. LFL is about speaking the truth of life—about Bringing Good 

News to Life. LFL applies the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 

life issues, making Jesus known as the Son of God and Savior of all who can help 

and make a difference in people’s lives.   

Mount Calvary LWML/Aid met on August 2, 2018 with 13 members present. 
Pastor Bauer gave the devotion from session eight of the book Pew Sisters. The 
birthday song was sung for 4 members. A birthday gathering was planned for 
Shirley Wiese’s 90th birthday. The League Pledge was said. Minutes of the pre-
vious meeting was read and approved. The treasurer report was approved with 
a balance of $613.25. 

Laura Bortnem reported that Strategic Planning had met. She summarized the 
meeting with input from Pastor Bauer regarding the proposed Wednesday night 
schedule. Discussion took place regarding the makeup of the group and meeting 
times. 

Two people were visited. Leona Petersen reported that she and Marlene Teve-
dahl took flannel blankets to the hospital. Additionally, they also took a fleece 
tie blanket and asked if the hospital was interested in them and the answer was 
yes. Deb Heidemann suggested we include a card on the blankets that we do-
nate with our church’s information. Erin Bauer volunteered to make the cards. 
We will meet next on Thursday, September 20 at 1:30pm to complete the blan-
kets we currently have fabric for. Erin Bauer will bring treats for the gathering. 
All are welcome.  

LWML Sunday is October 7. Pamela Baker will speak to the congregation dur-
ing the pastors’ announcements. LWML members will pass out pens and a 
handout and there will be a noisy offering. 

Server for September is Marlene Tevedahl. The meeting was adjourned with the 
common table prayer.   

Respectfully submitted, Jessie Kuechenmeister  

Groups with News 

http://www.ctsfw.edu/
http://www.immanuel-lcms.com/
http://www.immanuel-lcms.com/
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It’s September, and everything is in full swing again: back to school and back to church attendance after vaca-

tions and weekends away. And since everything is back into full swing, it’s a perfect time to get back to ba-

sics, back to the foundation.  

At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful 

reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:  

Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is 

given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you could 

not give Him anything that was not in a sense His own already. So then, when we talk of a man doing 

anything for God or giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child go-

ing to its father and saying, “Daddy, give me six pence to buy you a birthday present.” Of course, the 

father does, and he is pleased with the child’s present. It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot 

would think that the father is six-pence to the good on the transaction. When a man has made these 

two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this that real life begins. (128–129). 

This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. God owns 

everything, and we are simply managers — stewards — acting on His behalf. This is true not only of all that 

we have in this life (Deuteronomy 8:17–18), but also all that we are in this life (1 Corinthians 6:20).  

The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make 

use of it according to His will, there is an expectation of responsibility and accountability.  

For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom 

they entrusted much, they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b).  

And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 

a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21).  

We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mer-

cy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for our spiritual life also from His 

merciful hands.  

On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the admin-

istration of the sacraments, we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered 

to us with absolute certainty that it is ours — not as stewards but as sons (Galatians 4:1–7).  

Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He gives to us into the service of His church and to His glory. 



Calvary Kids Corner 


