
 

 

The heavens were opened.  

Luke 3:21b  

 

 

 

 On Sunday, January 13th we will be celebrating the 

Baptism of our Lord. Pastor Bauer will be preaching about 

the benefits of baptism from Romans 6 and we, as a church 

family, will be looking forward to number of baptisms in 

the coming months. This is a great reason to rejoice! The 

heavens are opened for the one who is baptized because 

Christ has opened them for all believers. The baptized is 

now a believer.  

In the Baptismal liturgy there is a prayer that is entitled 

“The Flood Prayer.” It is a prayer that Luther penned nearly 

500 years ago but just recently came back into use in our 

hymnal. You’ll hear it repeatedly in the coming months. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judg-

ment You condemned the unbelieving world through the 

flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved 

believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You 

drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the 

Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on 

dry ground, prefiguring this washing of Your Holy Bap-

tism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted 

all waters to be a blessed flood, and a lavish washing 

away of sin. We pray that You would behold (name) ac-

cording to Your boundless mercy and bless him with true 

faith by the Holy Spirit that through this saving flood all 

sin in him which has been inherited from Adam and which 

he himself has committed since would be drowned and die. 

Grant that he be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of 

the Christian Church, being separated from the multitude 

of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a 

fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers 

in Your promise, he would be declared worthy of eternal 

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Here are three things that Luther’s Flood Prayer teaches us 

about Holy Baptism: 

First, Holy Baptism drowns sin. Just as the flood drowned 

the evil and violent people in Noah’s day, and Pharaoh and 

his army were drowned in the Red Sea, so all sin in you is 

drowned and put to death. This drowning is not something 

that happens only at your baptism, but every time you con-

fess your sins you are drowning them again.   

Second, Holy Baptism now saves you. Noah and his family 

had a new life after the flood. The Israelites were set free 

from death and slavery in Egypt through the Red Sea. You 

too have a new life in Holy Baptism and the Holy Spirit will 

keep you safe in the church until our Lord returns, just as 

He kept Noah and His family safe in the ark. 

Third, Baptism leads to a life of service and praise. Luther 

prays that the one being baptized would serve God “all 

times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope.” In baptism 

you are made a member of God’s holy priesthood and called 

to a life of service to Him. It is a joyous life to serve one’s 

neighbor and this is the life to which you are called through 

your baptism. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Matt Wurm 
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The doctrine of vocation teaches us that the pur-
pose of our life on this earth as Christians is to 
love and serve God by loving and serving our 
neighbor. We Christians already have eternal life; 
everything of ultimate significance in our lives 
has been taken care of by Jesus’ death and resur-
rection. You don’t need to cling to your time, 
your money, or your focus for your own gain; you 
have been freed in Christ from your self-
indulgent naval-gazing so that you can turn your 
attention instead to your neighbor, who sure 
could use some of your time, money, and focus. 

But if and when we actually desire to do some-
thing good for somebody else, it’s often difficult 
to know whom to help. Thinking “I want to do 
good” can be just a theoretical exercise without 
any concrete target. Say you don’t have any com-
mitments for this coming Saturday. How can you 
best use it? That is to say, whom can you love 
and serve with this time, and how? 

Vocation begins with your family. What does 
your spouse need from you—what do you owe 
him/her? What could you do this Saturday that 
would best love and serve him/her? How about 
your children—what do you owe them? What 
would be best for you to do with them or for 
them this Saturday? 

Vocation then moves outward in concentric cir-
cles, considering the people closest to you, then 
those who depend on you for less. What do your 
parents, siblings, etc. need from you? How about 
the team you coach? What’s something good you 
could do for or with your friend(s)?  

How about the people in need in Brookings? Do 
you know who they are and what they need? I 

personally don’t. I have certain assumptions and 
knowledge of things like the Harvest Table, but I 
can’t say I know anyone who goes there other 
than some of our parishioners. I don’t know how 
best to serve them. But I should find out. We all 
should. 

This is something that Pastor Wurm and I will be 
deeply considering this year. I would encourage 
you to do the same. Why bother—why give up 
your Saturday? Because you already have every-
thing you’ll ever need, but there are other peo-
ple who sure could use your help. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Bauer 

Theology for Life 
by Pastor Bauer 

Who Needs Your Help? 

Vocation and Your “Free Time” 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

January 1 Isaiah 61:1-11 Luke 1:57-80 

January 2 Isaiah 62:1-12 Luke 2:1-20 

January 3 Isaiah 63:1-14 Luke 2:21-40 

January 4 Isaiah 63:15-65:2 Luke 2:41-52 

January 5 Isaiah 65:8-25 Luke 3:1-20 

January 6 Isaiah 66:1-20 Luke 3:21-38 

January 7 Ezekiel 1:1-14, 22-28 Romans 1:1-17 

January 8 Ezekiel 2:1-3:11 Romans 1:18-32 

January 9 Ezekiel 3:12-27 Romans 2:1-16 

January 10 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 Romans 2:17-29 

January 11 Ezekiel 33:1-20 Romans 3:1-18 

January 12 Ezekiel 34:1-24 Romans 3:19-31 

January 13 Ezekiel 36:13-28 Romans 4:1-25 

January 14 Ezekiel 36:33-37:14 Romans 5:1-21 

January 15 Ezekiel 37:15-28 Romans 6:1-23 

January 16 Ezekiel 38:1-23 Romans 7:1-20 

January 17 Ezekiel 39:1-10, 17-29 Romans 7:21-8:17 

January 18 Ezekiel 40:1-4; 43:1-12 Romans 8:18-39 

January 19 Ezekiel 44:1-16, 23-29 Romans 9:1-18 

January 20 Ezekiel 47:1-14, 21-23 Romans 9:19-33 

January 21 Joel 1:1-20 Romans 10:1-21 

January 22 Joel 2:1-17 Romans 11:1-24 

January 23 Joel 2:18-32 Romans 11:25-12:13 

January 24 Joel 3:1-21 Romans 12:14-13:14 

January 25 Zechariah 1:1-21 Romans 14:1-23 

January 26 Zechariah 2:1-3:10 Romans 15:1-13 

January 27 Zechariah 4:1-5:11 Romans 15:14-33 

January 28 Zechariah 6:1-7:14 Romans 16:17-27 

January 29 Zechariah 8:1-23 2 Timothy 1:1-18 

January 30 Zechariah 9:1-17 2 Timothy 2:1-26 

January 31 Zechariah 10:1-11:3 2 Timothy 3:1-17 



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 in receipts, our 
church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to use as we would like. Drop box-
es may be found on the small table by the mailboxes in the narthex. 

 
As of December 15, we have  

collected $105,822.30 in Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

We may submit only  
Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   

Where We S†and 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #420                692-4423 

Pearl Huether  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #404      692-5810 

Joyce Peters   1906 12th St. S. #7         692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469      605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33      692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

President: Matthew Baker 

Vice President: Chris Schaefer 

Secretary: Melody Hall 

Treasurer: Jeff Siekmann 

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities regularly. 

The listing above is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to please remember these 

folks with visits, cards and prayers.  



Groups with News 

The LWML met December 6 with 14 members present. Pastor Bauer led 
devotions.  

Leona and Pam delivered fleece blankets to the pediatric department at the 
Brookings Hospital. Blankets were also delivered to the Domestic Abuse 
Shelter and the Sleep in Heavenly Peace group. Thank yous were received 
from each organization.  

Thirty five bags with goodies were put together for the Children’s Christmas 
program.  

Cookies and Canvas evening was a success with each participant painting a 
silhouette-type picture of the nativity. Extra paintings were given to shut-ins. 

$1,490 was given to many organizations for the Christmas donations. 

Marlene will serve, January 3, 2019. Saturday, January 12, the Ladies’ 
Morning Out will make meals for the freezer at 9:00am. 

Meeting adjourned with prayer. 

    Respectfully Submitted, Joann Northrup 

Bible Bowl 2019 will be held in Pierre on Saturday, March 30. Sixth – 12th 
graders from Mt. Calvary and Peace Lutheran are encouraged to participate 
in this fun contest of biblical knowledge. Practices will be held at Mt. Calva-
ry each Sunday evening from 6:00-8:00 starting January 6. This year’s topics 
are the books of Judges and Ruth (ESV) and the Apostles’ Creed from the 
Small Catechism. Lorie Cuperus will lead the Bible Bowlers from Brookings 
once again. See her with questions.   

Save the Date 

 

Saturday, January 12, 9:00am:  Feed My Sheep - Fill the Freezer 

Friday, February 8, 6:30-8:30pm:  Dinner Out 

Saturday, March 23, 9:00-11:00am:  Emergency Personnel Thank You Bags  

Friday, April 12, 6:30-8:30pm:  Game Night 

Saturday, May 11, 9:00-11:00am:  Patio Pots  



LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Newsletter Article – January 2019 

 

 

 

 

It is no secret that God calls us to be generous with the gifts He has given us. Throughout the Bible, we read that just as 

God has generously given to us, so are we to give generously one to another. As Jesus said, “By this all people will 

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35) and “Be merciful, even as your Father is 

merciful” (Luke 6:36).  

But God also calls us to give to Him. And He, who does all things well, presses it into service for the benefit of all the 

people of God. See for example what God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, after he and the people were safely brought 

out of Egypt across the Red Sea on dry land: 

The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every man 

whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. And this is the contribution that you shall 

receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats' 

hair, tanned rams' skins, goatskins,[a] acacia wood, oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the 

fragrant incense, onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece. And let them 

make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tab-

ernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it. (Ex. 25: 1-9) 

Notice in verse two that the Lord instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to “take for me a contribution” and that from 

everyone motivated from gratitude for what God has just accomplished and given to them, Moses is to gather up “the 

contribution for me.” 

Pay attention, though, why the Lord wants the people of Israel to gather up these contributions for Him. God tells Mo-

ses precisely why: “let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” The purpose for the contribution of 

the Israelites was so that He may dwell with them, that He would live among them. Through the tabernacle and the 

priesthood, through their rites and ceremonies, through their feasts and festivals, as through means, the Lord God, 

who brought them out of the bondage of Egypt would live and dwell among them and be their God, and lead them 

into the promised land, which flowed with milk and honey.  

God dwells among us still. In the fullness of time, God’s son was born of woman, born under the law to redeem those 

under the law. He brought us out of bondage to sin, death, the devil, and Hell, and He did this by His obedient suffering 

and death, his resurrection and ascension. But He is not gone. He dwells with us through the means of His Word and 

His sacraments, through the preaching and the teaching of our pastors, through the rites and ceremonies of our litur-

gy. He dwells with us in the Church through those means. And He is leading us to the true promised land, to the new 

heavens and the new earth in the new creation.  

In the meantime, as God, even now, continues to call us to give to Him, let us, who have been saved from slavery to sin 

and death, the devil and hell, be so moved in our hearts as to give generously to Him so that the means of grace, the 

means of His gracious dwelling among us, would continue now and into the future. For just as He did then so does He 

do now. He presses the gifts given to Him into service for the benefit of all His people. He puts it to use so that we may 

have Him with us always, even unto the end of the age. 



Calvary Kids Corner 


