
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Best a Man Can Get 

In 1989 Gillette released the slogan “Gillette: The 

Best A Man Can Get” with an ad airing their new Atra ra-

zor during the Super Bowl. Since that time Gillette razors 

have sold quite well. A few weeks ago they released anoth-

er new ad that built upon their old slogan. However, this 

time they entered into identity politics with an ad about 

“Toxic Masculinity”. At first glance, it just appears to be an 

ad that encourages men to take courage and defend wom-

en, protect the weak from bullies, and inspire the next 

generation of boys to be men who do the same. However, 

internet has exploded about this ad because it gets at 

something deeper—sin.  

 The ad has offended many because it blames all men 

for the actions of some who’ve abused women, bullied the 

weak, and used those around them for their own selfish 

gain. To a Christian who understands that every man is a 

sinner and therefore evil—this ad isn’t terribly offensive. 

Evil lies in the heart of all mankind. (Ps. 51:5) 

 Sin and the natural state of man that, by nature, 

despises God’s Word and seeks glory for itself will not 

change unless it is acted upon by an outside, sanctifying 

force. In the secular world, the outside force effecting 

change upon the bad natural state of man majority opinion 

and its power to conform people to it’s will. For instance, 

holding the position that homosexuality is a bad thing is un-

acceptable to the majority opinion these days. Therefore, 

those labeled as homophobes must be made to comply with 

the majority opinion by the power of the majority’s might. 

Majority opinion, in other words, society becomes the sanc-

tifying force that effects the change.  

 Not so for Christians. In fact, we are called to do 

much the opposite of what society and the world directs us 

to do. Jesus Himself says, “If you were of the world, the world 

would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but 

I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.” (Jn 

15:19). Yes, men are called to treat all people, especially 

women, with respect and dignity and defend the honor of 

others. (Ex. 2:16-19) Yes, men are called to love and serve 

their wives as Christ loves and serves the church. (Eph. 5:22

-23) Yes, all people are called to “learn to do good; seek justice, 

correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s 

cause.” (Is. 1:17)  

 For us as Christians the power of the majority opin-

ion doesn’t matter a hill of beans. God’s Word – all of it, 

both law and gospel – matters most. It is the power of His 

Word-made-flesh, Jesus, who has sanctified us fully in His 

grace. (1 Cor. 6:11) Jesus and His Holy Spirit are the out-

side of us, sanctifying force that saves and continues to make 

of us the men and women He wants us to be. We do well to 

welcome that sanctifying force and resist all others every 

day.  

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Matt Wurm 
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The Lord has graciously placed many people into 
our lives. The Lord has given us the good gifts of 
love and empathy so that we might actually care 
about the well-being of people other than our-
selves. But mankind’s Fall into sin has caused two 
problems (many problems, actually, but just two 
that we’ll discuss here). 

First, people make bad choices. The people we 
love make bad choices. Some of these choices 
have only a minor impact on themselves and oth-
ers. But some of their bad choices cause rather 
serious trouble. 

Second, we have the nerve to judge good and 
evil for ourselves. The problem of the Fall—Adam 
and Eve wanting to be like God, knowing and 
judging good and evil for themselves—continues 
today. We want to decide for ourselves what is 
and isn’t acceptable. 

Because the people we love make bad choices 
and because we have the nerve to judge good 
and evil for ourselves, we misuse God’s good gift 
of empathy. We abuse love. We change what 
words mean: we raise the bar of how bad an of-
fense must be in order for it to truly be “sin” and 
sweep more and more lawlessness under the rug 
of what is permissible-though-perhaps-not-ideal. 
In doing so, we often end up denying the very 
Word of God. 

Here’s what I mean. Various people I know and 
love lie on a regular basis, cheat on their taxes, 
have sex outside of marriage, commit “minor” 
forms of spousal abuse, have the wrong kind of 
eye for children, use recreational drugs and alco-
hol as a coping mechanism, and simply despise 
God and his Word. These are all bad things. I 
know that. But I still care for these people. I can’t 
bring myself to admit that they are bad, and so 
I’m tempted to excuse their wrong behaviors and 
beliefs, as well. 

Therefore—and I’m giving made-up situations 
here—faith must not be that big of a deal if my 
mom doesn’t have it. The Christian sexual ethic 

(between a husband and his wife, being open to 
children) which has been true for literally thou-
sands of years must be no longer applicable if 
my friends from college haven’t established 
themselves in their careers enough to be “ready” 
to get married yet. Hiding major cash income 
from the government must just be being pru-
dent. 

But what have I done? I have denied the Word of 
the Lord. Why on earth would I go and do that? 
Because I love sinners. Isn’t loving sinners a 
good thing? Yes, but approving of sin isn’t.  

To love a sinner is to desire his good, and 
what is good for every single person in the 
world is to repent according to God’s com-
mands and to trust God’s promises. 

Empathy rightly allows us to understand why 
people sin. We get it. We’ve been there, and 
we’re still there. We, too, face temptation, pres-
sure, weakness, and hidden demonic forces. We, 
too, give into sin. This level of empathy is 
good—it is a good gift from God. But it’s one 
thing to say, “I get it; I’ve been there.” It’s some-
thing else entirely to say, “It’s ok. It’s ok that this 
happens. It’s ok that you keep pursuing it. It’s 
understandable, and so given your difficult situa-
tion you’re not doing anything wrong.” It’s good 
if God says it’s good, and it’s evil if God says it’s 
evil. 

And you are forgiven because God says you are 
forgiven. Repent and believe. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Bauer 

Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin? 

Properly Handling God’s Good Gifts of Love and Empathy 

by Pastor Bauer 

Theology for Life 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

February 1 Zechariah 11:4-17 2 Timothy 4:1-18 

February 2 Zechariah 12:1-13:9 Titus 1:1-2:6 

February 3 Zechariah 14:1-21 Titus 2:7-3:15 

February 4 Job 1:1-22 John 1:1-18 

February 5 Job 2:1-3:10 John 1:19-34 

February 6 Job 3:11-26 John 1:35-51 

February 7 Job 4:1-21 John 2:1-12 

February 8 Job 5:1-27 John 2:13-25 

February 9 Job 6:1-13 John 3:1-21 

February 10 Job 6:14-30 John 3:22-4:6 

February 11 Job 7:1-21 John 4:7-26 

February 12 Job 8:1-22 John 4:27-45 

February 13 Job 9:1-35 John 4:46-54 

February 14 Job 10:1-22 John 5:1-18 

February 15 Job 11:1-20 John 5:19-29 

February 16 Job 12:1-6, 12-25 John 5:30-47 

February 17 Job 13:1-12 John 6:1-21 

February 18 Job 13:13-28 John 6:22-40 

February 19 Job 14:1-22 John 6:41-59 

February 20 Job 15:1-23, 30-35 John 6:60-71 

February 21 Job 16:1-22 John 7:1-13 

February 22 Job 17:1-16 John 7:14-31 

February 23 Job 18:1-21 John 7:32-53 

February 24 Job 19:1-12, 21-27 John 8:1-20 

February 25 Job 20:1-23, 29 John 8:21-38 

February 26 Job 21:1-21 John 8:39-59 

February 27 Job 30:16-31 John 9:1-23 

February 28 Job 31:1-12, 33-40 John 9:24-41 

   



Where We S†and 

December 2018 
 

Transfer In 

Ryan Schmid 

 

Transfers Out 

Nic, Kristen, Chloe & Luella Uilk 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann   1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines    ULC, 405 1st Ave. #420                692-4423 

Pearl Huether   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #404      692-5810 

Joyce Peters   1906 12th St. S. #7        692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469   605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose  1906 12th St. S. #33      692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz   701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201            605-886-6449 

President: Matthew Baker 

Vice President: Chris Schaefer 

Secretary: Melody Hall 

Treasurer: Jeff Siekmann 

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities 

regularly. The list above is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to please 

remember our brothers and sisters in Christ with visits, cards and prayers.  



Groups with News 

Mount Calvary LWML met January 3 with 12 members present and 2 guests 
present. Pam Baker led devotions taken from the book Pew Sisters. The birth-
day song was sung to Lois and Marlene.  
 The group voted to give tie blankets to the Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
organization, foster children, and Option 1. A donation will be sent to Lu-
theran Heritage Foundation to be used to give translated children's books to 
children in foreign countries. Ruby Bemis donated many bears that she sewed 
to be given to children who need them. Children whose homes have been 
burned are being considered. We appreciate Ruby’s generous donation.  
 Ladies’ Morning Out will meet January 12 to make meals for the freez-
er for pastors to take to members in need.  
 The LWML Retreat is April 26 & 27 at Black Hawk. The National 
Convention is June 20-23 in Mobile, Alabama. The SD Convention is June 5-
6 in Yankton.  
 

Submitted by Secretary, Joann Northrup 

Save the Date 

 

Friday, February 8, 6:30-8:30pm:  Old Market Eatery 

Saturday, March 16*, 9:00-11:00am:  Emergency Personnel Thank You Bags  

*Note the date change 

Friday, April 12, 6:30-8:30pm:  Game Night 

Saturday, May 11, 9:00-11:00am:  Patio Pots  

The Strategic Planning Committee will meet again in February. All those 
who serve as an officer of the church, an elder, and a board or committee 
chairmen are asked to come at 9:00am on Saturday, February 23. Discussion 
will center around the groups’ goals of increasing fellowship and member 
engagement along with Fellowship Sundays and the Endowment Fund.  

Pastor Wurm will offer a confirmation class for adults beginning Sunday, 
February 10. Anyone who is interested in learning more about the teachings 
of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and basic Christian doctrine may 
come. Upon the completion of this class, anyone who agrees and desires to, 
may become a member of our church. This is also a good refresher for those 
who are already members. The class will meet at 9:15 each Sunday morning 
until they get through the material. See Pastor Wurm with questions.    



LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

February 2019 

 

 

The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in 

the flesh of Jesus. The church spends time hearing of the miracles, the signs and wonders, of Jesus in the world.  

And this made plain to all that Jesus was who He said He was: He was the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, the only-

begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh. For “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 

It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His work, by 

what He said and by what He did. And these belong together, for “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  

Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking, enactment of God’s Word. 

It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts, but also to trust in God in word and deed.  

As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again, 

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith by itself, if it does 

not have works, is dead. … Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. … For 

as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26). 

Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word only, but 

also in deed and in truth.  

In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our works of obedience to God who 

commanded them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith: 

“Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old Adam 

and makes altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the Holy 

Spirit. 

“Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good works inces-

santly. It does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises, it has already done 

them, and is always at the doing of them. 

“He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good works and 

knows neither what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with many words about faith 

and good works. 

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would stake his life on it a 

thousand times. This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in 

dealing with God and all His creatures. 

“And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good 

to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace. 

“And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and shining 

from fire. Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be wise enough to 

make decisions about faith and good works, and yet are the greatest fools.” (Preface to the Book of Romans) 

So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy Spirit. And let then our faith be made 

manifest to the world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor — in church, in the family, and society — with the 

works of faith in time, talents, and treasures. 



Calvary Kids Corner 


