
 

“Ask and it will be 

given to you,”  

Matthew 7:7 

 
 

 
 

A few years ago I recall preaching a sermon where I in-

structed quite heavily on self-restraint. It caught people’s 

attention. Self-restraint is not a bad thing, but in fact, a 

very good thing. It is healthy for us to restrain our selfish 

wills that crave more and more of what our flesh wants. If 

we weren’t able to restrain our wills and desire to have 

more and more, we would all gorge ourselves on candy, 

cake, and other sweets. If we didn’t restrain our desires, 

spouses would run off with a more enticing neighbor and 

children would be left adrift without a mom or dad. If we 

didn’t restrain our desires we would be a nation at the 

brink of a civil war just because of a small but offensive 

disagreement.  

Today we don’t hear much about the restraint of desire. 

We are subliminally coached to have everything our way. 

We are constantly bombarded by advertisements designed 

to pique our desire for the greatest and latest thing to 

make our lives more convenient. Anything to make work 

easier! Desire the easy, restraint-less life, where you can 

have everything your way. No wonder employers across 

all fields are having a harder and harder time finding quali-

ty employees who desire to work hard in their occupation. 

The ancients used the word “passion”, a word akin to 

“desire”, much differently than we do today. For them, 

and yes, even up until the last eighty years, a passion was 

something that took hold of a person. It was a strong force 

that inwardly moved a person to some sort of action. Usual-

ly, “the passions”, were things to be restrained, such as lust, 

greed, and even sloth. Yes, depression, the lack of the in-

ward ability to act, was viewed as one of the most painful 

passions! Unrestrained passions end up blinding our dealings 

with ourselves, each other, and the world, and so pervert 

perfectly good and useful impulses which take away our 

freedom to love.  

Church Father, Clement of Alexandria, believes that a 

“passionate” person, habitually misidentifies what is worth 

our love, commitment, and attention. To him, “passions” 

are the misdirection of desire because in one way or another 

passions fulfill some self-centered, self-indulgent desire. 

The proper direction of desire is to love what God loves and 

hate what God hates. Take King David for example. He was 

a man who desired the LORD’s own heart, that is, until his 

passions got the best of him and he lusted after Bathsheba. 

His misdirected desire caused him to fall into grievous sin. 

The greatest king fell into great shame and vice.  

Self-control and self-disciple, virtues that initially appear 

binding and restrictive, actually lead to freedom, the free-

dom with which the Lord alone endows us, delivering us 

from pleasures, lusts and other passions. It is not a matter of 

having desires and holding out against them, but actually of 

mastering desire by self-control. It is not possible to acquire 

this form of self-control except by the grace of God. That is 

why Jesus says, “Ask and it shall be granted you.” 

In Christ, 

Pastor Matt Wurm 
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“For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the authori-
ties, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). 

There are reasons you don’t proclaim Jesus to 
your family and friends. Maybe the situation just 
never presents itself. Maybe you don’t want to 
break an already fragile relationship. Or less likely, 
if you’re as despicable as the prophet Jonah, you 
would rather see God condemn those particular 
people rather than have mercy on them (see Jo-
nah 4:2). 

But those aren’t the real issue. The real issue is 
that Satan hates Jesus and will do everything in 
his power to prevent more people from trusting 
Him, including making you feel anxious or un-
comfortable about sharing God’s Word. 

“Witnessing is a spiritual warfare in which we 
are seeking to liberate people who are captive 
to sin, death, and everlasting condemna-
tion” (Every One His Witness, 108). 

Last month we met Bob: the friendly guy at 
work who has a lot going for him but doesn’t 
know Jesus. We discussed how we should think in 
terms that are not watered-down, such as, 
“Unfortunately he’s un-churched.” Rather, we 
should consider the real situation: Bob is damned. 
He’s going to hell. It’s that bad. 

Let’s expand on that a bit. Why is Bob 
damned? I mean, he seems to have his life to-
gether pretty well. He’s certainly a nicer guy than 
I am. 

But here’s the thing: Bob is spiritually dead. 
He is mistaken about the foundation and purpose 
of everything in the universe. And worse, Bob is 
under the power of the devil. Saint Paul writes, 
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in 
which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of 
the air… But God, being rich in mercy, because of 

the great love with which he loved us, even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ…” (Ephesians 2:1-2, 4-5). 

Bob is under the power of the devil, and the 
devil would sure like to keep him. We could im-
agine the satisfaction that Satan and his under-
lings get from keeping people away from the 
Church as C.S. Lewis does in his excellent 
Screwtape Letters. But for our purpose and brevi-
ty, let’s just focus on the fact of it. 

Satan doesn’t want to lose Bob. As far as Sa-
tan is concerned, nobody should trust in God for 
all things. And so Satan will try his best to keep 
Bob under his deception. He will make it uncom-
fortable for you to proclaim the Gospel to Bob. 
He will make the situation awkward whenever 
you think about trying. He might even make Bob 
get angry and storm out, never to talk to you 
again. It’s possible. 

But here’s the thing: Satan has already lost. 
Jesus has already crushed the serpent’s head. 
And Satan cannot stand up to the authority that 
Jesus has given his Word: “For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel, for it is the power of God for sal-
vation to everyone who believes… For in it, the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 
faith, as it is written, ‘The one who by faith is 
righteous shall live’” (Romans 1:16-17). 

So battle on, armed with the Word of God. 
The Holy Spirit actually works through it, when 
and where he wills. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Bauer 

by Pastor Bauer 

Theology for Life 

Witnessing Is Spiritual Warfare 

Witnessing, Part 5 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

December 1 Isaiah 7:10-8:8 1 Peter 3:1-22 

December 2 Isaiah 8:9-9:7 1 Peter 4:1-19 

December 3 Isaiah 9:8-10:11 1 Peter 5:1-14 

December 4 Isaiah 10:12-27a, 33-34 2 Peter 1:1-21 

December 5 Isaiah 11:1-12:6 2 Peter 2:1-22 

December 6 Isaiah 14:1-23 2 Peter 3:1-18 

December 7 Isaiah 24:1-13 1 John 1:1-2:14 

December 8 Isaiah 24:14-25:12 1 John 2:15-29 

December 9 Isaiah 26:1-19 1 John 3:1-24 

December 10 Isaiah 26:20-27:13 1 John 4:1-21 

December 11 Isaiah 28:14-29 1 John 5:1-21 

December 12 Isaiah 29:1-14 Jude 1-25 

December 13 Isaiah 29:15-30:14 Revelation 1:1-20 

December 14 Isaiah 30:15-26 Revelation 2:1-29 

December 15 Isaiah 30:27-31:9 Revelation 3:1-22 

December 16 Isaiah 32:1-20 Revelation 4:1-11 

December 17 Isaiah 33:1-24 Revelation 5:1-14 

December 18 Isaiah 34:1-2, 8-35:10 Revelation 6:1-17 

December 19 Isaiah 40:1-17 Revelation 7:1-17 

December 20 Isaiah 40:18-41:10 Revelation 8:1-13 

December 21 Isaiah 42:1-25 Revelation 9:1-12 

December 22 Isaiah 43:1-24 Revelation 9:13-10:11 

December 23 Isaiah 43:25-44:20 Revelation 11:1-19 

December 24 Isaiah 44:21-45:13, 20-25 Revelation 12:1-17 

December 25 Isaiah 49:1-18 Matthew 1:1-17 

December 26 Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-51:8, 12-16 Matthew 1:18-25 

December 27 Isaiah 51:17-52:12 Matthew 2:1-12 

December 28 Isaiah 52:13-54:10 Matthew 2:13-23 

December 29 Isaiah 55:1-13 Luke 1:1-25 

December 30 Isaiah 58:1-59:3, 14-21 Luke 1:26-38 

December 31 Isaiah 60:1-22 Luke 1:39-56 



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 in receipts, our 
church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to use as we would like to. Drop 
boxes may be found on the small table by the member mailboxes in the 
narthex. 
 

As of November 11, we have  

collected $62,795.42 in Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

Reminder:  we can only use Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts and accepted. 

Where We S†and 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #420                692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116       692-5810 

Joyce Peters   1906 12th St. S. #7         692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469      605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33      692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities regularly. 

The listing above is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to please remember these 

folks with visits, cards and prayers.  

President: Matthew Baker 

Vice President: Chris Schaefer 

Secretary: Melody Hall 

Treasurer: Jeff Siekmann 

October 2018 

 
  

   Wedding: Dalton Benage & Hannah Jensen 

 
   

  



Tis the Season 

Advent Services   

Wednesdays, December 5, 12 & 19 ~ 6:45 P.M. 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

  Sunday, December 9 ~ 4:00 P.M. 

Christmas Eve  Candlelight Service  ~  Lessons & Carols 

Monday, December 24 ~ 6:45 P.M. 

Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion 

 Tuesday, December 25 ~ 9:00 A.M. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

Groups with News 

 Mount Calvary LWML/Aid met November 1 with 14 members present. Pastor Bau-
er led the devotion. The League Pledge was said. Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and the Treasurer's report showed a balance of $2,172.13 
 Human Care reported 19 twin, 12 crib and 16 cart sizes made. There were 7 cut 
quilts for tying. These are to go to CASA and local foster children. Cards were sent to three. 
Ten blankets go to Sleep In Heavenly Peace. Eleven to be delivered to the hospital. Fall Fes-
tival went well. LWML Sunday brought needed gifts. The Zone Rally was attended by 28 
participants and 2 pastors. The event was a success. 
 District Mission trip to Orphan Grain Train in Norfolk, NE is May 31-June 1, 2019. 
$150-200 will be the cash. Mites were $234.47 and $165 for Lutheran Mission Association. 
The new secretary for the Zone is Kaitlyn Thompson of White. The Christmas donation fund 
is set at $1500. The committee for this is Joann, Lois and Ardy. Sunday School treat bag bas-
kets will be set out November 18, 25 and December 5. Committee for this is Joann, Lois 
and Marie. December 9 will be the Children’s Christmas program.  
 Applications are available for YWR for the National Convention, June 22-23, 2019. 
They are due December 15, 2018. Ladies’ Morning Out will be November 16 at 6:30pm 
with cookies and canvas. A Christmas Tea will be December 8 at 9:00am. The SD LWML 
Retreat will be April 26-27 at Black Hawk, SD. SD LWML Convention will be June 5-6 at 
Yankton.  
 Hostess for December 6th is Lois. The meeting adjourned with the Table Prayer.  
       Submitted by Secretary, Pat Friedrich       

Advent Meals 

Wednesday, December 5 
The Altar Guild will serve scalloped potatoes and ham. 

Wednesday, December 12  
The Men’s Club will serve sub sandwiches. 

Wednesday, December 19 
The Youth will serve soup and sandwiches. 

 

All meals begin at 5:30pm. A free-will offering is taken for each group. If 
you are able, please bring a dish to pass, however, your presence is more 

important then your contribution. All are welcome! 
 



Stewardship Ministry 

December 2018 Newsletter Article 

 

 

 

 

Throughout his epistles and his preaching recorded in the Book of Acts, St. Paul refers, in one way or another, to 
thanksgiving and thankfulness nearly 50 times. Whether vertically toward God, or horizontally toward the neighbor, 
thanksgiving is a major theme within St. Paul’s body of work.  

 

What does this mean? It means thankfulness is intrinsic to the life of those baptized into Christ. In other words, giving 
thanks is what Christians do as they live out their lives in this world. 

 

The problem is that we often forget this. Consider your average, run-of-the-mill, normal day. When you get home, and 
your parents, your spouse or your children ask about your day, what first comes to your mind? After 99 percent of 
things went right, went exactly as planned, were enjoyable and blessings, we tend to focus on and remember the 1 
percent of things that went poorly, that didn’t go as planned, and that were nuisances.  

 

We remember the bad things. We focus on discontent. And we fail to give thanks in all circumstances for everything 
(Eph. 5:20) and to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4). 

 

Thankfulness and contentment go together. We are content with things for which we are thankful.  St. Paul could be 
content with having plenty or when in need because He gave thanks to the Lord for all things. He thanked the Lord for 
those who had prayed for him and listened to his proclamation of the Gospel. He gave thanks for their good works in 
and for the Church of Christ. He gave thanks for the grace of God in Christ Jesus and found that God’s grace was suffi-
cient for him. 

 

So, give thanks for all things and in all circumstances dear brothers and sisters in Christ. For you have been saved from 
sin, death, and hell by the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. You have been added to the very family of 
God in an adoption of grace through Holy Baptism. God is your Father. Our Lord, Jesus Christ is your brother. 

 

But He not only provides for your spiritual well-being, He cares also for this body and life. Your Father in heaven pro-
vides food and clothes, house and home, husband, wife, and children. He gives you reason and all your senses. He has 
given you the raw talents that you have developed into careers. Everything you are and everything that you have is a 
gift from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in you.  

 

Give thanks for these things. Make a list – every morning if you must. Say them out loud. Sing about them within the 
congregation of the saints. And remember this: God has given you these things so that you may be of service to those 
around you – your family, your neighbors, your brothers and sisters in Christ. For to whom much is given; much shall 
be required (Luke 12:48).   



Calvary Kids Corner 


