
God is faithful, by whom 

you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:9 
 

 

 

Life Together 
 

Recently, the Strategic Planning Committee put forth a pro-

posal to increase the regular interaction of our members in or-

der to improve engagement and regular participation. The pro-

posal is to make Wednesday night a regular church night with 

multiple Bible study offerings, a meal, a closing service, and 

even regular church meetings. The plan is still in the idea stage 

and we ask for your input. 

 About eight years ago the Synod provided the frame-

work of “Witness, Mercy, Life Together” in order to understand 

who we are and what we do as a Lutheran Church body. Witness 

– we confess Christ before all people. Mercy – we exhibit com-

passion and help those in need. Life Together – we regularly par-

ticipate with one another in the activities of life because of Him 

who has joined us together into His life. (1 Cor. 1:9) 

 This Wednesday night—church night proposal seeks to 

increase fellowship or participation in life together. Families 

would sit down and share a meal with college students who are 

away from their families. Youth would share a meal with the 

retired whose own children have long since gone on their own. 

Those who are lonely would regularly share a meal with others 

who bear like burdens. God’s Word would be taught in multi-

ple Bible study offerings and the night would wrap up in a short 

evening prayer service in the sanctuary.  

 The purpose of this idea is not to increase fellowship for 

the sake of fellowship alone, but to build up our life together in 

Christ even more. In fact, a Wednesday Bible study, a meal, and 

a service sounds very much like what we already do in the Divine 

Service at 8:00 and 10:30 every Sunday morning. Dozens of us 

join in a fellowship greater than the proposed Wednesday 

night—church night fellowship. We participated in, or have fel-

lowship in the one cup and one bread every Lord’s Day. (1 Cor. 

10:16-17) Our life together throughout the week is to reflect the 

fellowship we share around the Lord’s Table. Martin Luther says 

concerning that which we share; This fellowship consists in this, that 

all the spiritual possession of Christ and his saints [i.e., believers] are 

shared with and become the common property of him who receives this 

sacrament. Again all sufferings and sins also become common property; 

and thus love engenders love in return and [mutual love] unites (LW 

35:51). 

 We bear with one another’s weaknesses and burdens (Gal. 

6:2) and share in each other’s joys (Ro. 12:15). How wonderful 

would it be to reflect the love we have received from Jesus to 

those around us at the table of fellowship not just on Sundays but 

on Wednesdays too? His love, received through word and sacra-

ment engenders love in return and unites.  

 So let us unite in His love and strive to live a weekly Life 

Together that reflects the fellowship we have already received 

from Him. It may look somewhat like the Wednesday night—

church night proposal. It might look like something else. Whatev-

er our life’s schedule and activities might be, may they always 

bring glory to God alone! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Matt Wurm  

 

ENLIGHTENER 
AUGUST 2018 
VOLUME 23 

ISSUE 8 

“Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church      629 9th Ave.  Brookings, SD  57006       605-692-2678        www.mountcalvary1.org 

   Pastor Matt Wurm:  605-691-1885 (C)   E-mail:  pastormc@swiftel.net 

                  Pastor Micah Bauer:  812-431-5490 (C)   E-mail:  pastor.micah.bauer@gmail.com 

       Church office:  mountcalvary@swiftel.net        



or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 

come to him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 
by the Gospel…” This ought not to deter us from 

witnessing, but to encourage us to do so. We 

cannot make people believe… but the Holy Spirit 
can and will; it’s what he does. 

Witnessing is all about Jesus. To witness is to tell 

the truth about what Jesus has done, is doing, 

and will do. Witnesses come and go, and many 
different people will hear, but the testimony re-

mains constant: it’s all about Jesus. “As [Jesus] 

was getting into the boat, the man who had been 
possessed with demons begged him that he 

might be with him. And he did not permit him 

but said to him, ‘Go home to your friends and 

tell them how much the Lord has done for 
you, and how he has had mercy on you.’ And he 

went away and began to proclaim in the Decapo-

lis how much Jesus had done for him, and every-
one marveled” (Mark 5:18-20). 

Next month I’ll discuss a pressing question: 

does witnessing mean (primarily) knocking on 

doors? Short answer: no, not primarily; it’s more 
about listening to, and talking with, the people 

you already know. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Bauer 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

What is Witnessing? 

Witnessing, Part 1 

“’I, I am the Lord, and besides me there is no 

savior. I declared and saved and proclaimed, 
when there was no strange god among you; and 

you are my witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I 

am God’” (Isaiah 43:11-12). 

For the next year, one of our main goals at 
Mount Calvary will be to equip you to bear wit-

ness to the people in your lives (note: not pri-

marily going door-to-door). We will offer the 
LCMS’s “Every One His Witness” curriculum sev-

eral times. LSF will attend the “Witness” LCMS-U 

national conference in January. And, less signifi-
cantly, I will offer a series of articles here in our 

monthly newsletter. 

Let’s begin by discussing the term “witness.” A 

witness is a person who has knowledge of a fact 

or event, and he truthfully tells people what he 
knows. Thus there are three elements to witness-

ing: the witness (you), the testimony (God’s 

Law and Gospel), and those who hear the testi-
mony.  

Note the example of John the Baptist: “There 

was a man sent from God, whose name was 

John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through 

him” (John 1:6-7). Even Jesus himself is a witness 

to the Truth: “Then Pilate said to him, ‘So you are 
a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a 

king. For this purpose I was born and for this 

purpose I have come into the world—to bear 
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the 

truth listens to my voice’” (John 18:37). 

In biblical witnessing, there is also a fourth, hid-

den element: the Holy Spirit who causes those 
who hear your testimony to actually believe it. 

After all, as Luther explains in his Small Cate-

chism, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

August 1 1 Samuel 17:1-19 Acts 26:1-23 

August 2 1 Samuel 17:20-47 Acts 26:24-27:8 

August 3 1 Samuel 17:48-18:9 Acts 27:9-26 

August 4 1 Samuel 18:10-30 Acts 27:27-44 

August 5 1 Samuel 19:1-24 Acts 28:1-15 

August 6 1 Samuel 20:1-23 Acts 28:16-31 

August 7 1 Samuel 20:24-42 1 Corinthians 1:1-25 

August 8 1 Samuel 24:1-22 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:16 

August 9 1 Samuel 25:1-22 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 

August 10 1 Samuel 25:23-44 1 Corinthians 4:1-21 

August 11 1 Samuel 26:1-25 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 

August 12 1 Samuel 28:3-25 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 

August 13 1 Samuel 31:1-13 1 Corinthians 7:1-24 

August 14 2 Samuel 1:1-27 1 Corinthians 7:25-40 

August 15 2 Samuel 5:1-25 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

August 16 2 Samuel 6:1-19 1 Corinthians 9:1-23 

August 17 2 Samuel 7:1-17 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:22 

August 18 2 Samuel 7:18-29 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:16 

August 19 2 Samuel 11:1-27 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

August 20 2 Samuel 12:1-25 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 

August 21 1 Kings 1:1-4, 15-35 1 Corinthians 12:14-31 

August 22 1 Kings 2:1-27 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

August 23 1 Kings 3:1-15 2 Corinthians 1:1-22 

August 24 1 Kings 5:1-18 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17 

August 25 1 Kings 7:51-8:21 2 Corinthians 3:1-18 

August 26 1 Kings 8:22-30, 46-63 2 Corinthians 4:1-18 

August 27 1 Kings 9:1-9; 10:1-13 2 Corinthians 5:1-21 

August 28 1 Kings 11:1-26 2 Corinthians 6:1-18 

August 29 1 Kings 11:42-12:19 2 Corinthians 7:1-16 

August 30 1 Kings 12:20-13:5, 33-34 2 Corinthians 8:1-24 

August 31 1 Kings 16:29-17:24 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 



June 2018 
 

Transfers In:  Amanda Dickinson & Katelyn Zeamer 
 

Released:  Scott, Amanda, Joshua, Emma and Jacob 
 

Mitchell 
   

Where We S†and 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307               692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116      692-5810 

Joyce Peters   2410 Sunrise Ridge Cir. #107    692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469   605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33     692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12    692-2949 

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities 

regularly. The listing above is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to 

please remember these folks with visits, cards and/or prayers.  

Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 
in receipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to 
use as we would like to. Drop boxes may be found on the 
small table by the member mailboxes in the narthex. 

 

As of July 19, we have  

collected $132,393.62 in Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

Please submit only Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts are accepted. 
 

Thank you! 

President: Matthew Baker 

Vice President: Chris Schaefer 

Secretary: Melody Hall 

Treasurer: Jeff Siekmann 



August Activities at Mt. Calvary 

The Board of Evangelism is hosting their annual congregational golf outing on 
Sunday, August 5 at Edgebrook Golf Course. All are welcome to come out 
and shoot a round of golf and have supper afterward in the clubhouse. You 
don’t have to be a golfer to come out and hit some balls around. It’s mostly 
about the fun and fellowship with one another. Sign-up at church if you’d like 
to come. Tee times begin at 3:30. The golf fees, cart fees and food will be 
covered by Thrivent Action Team Dollars. This event is free! 

The Wurm family is hosting a gathering for congregational members on Sun-
day, August 12. Fellowship, food and fun for all ages will be offered. Come 
and go as you please from 5:00-8:30pm. Bring your own buns, meat to grill, 
a dish to pass and a lawn chair. Plates, napkins, plasticware, lemonade and ice 
tea will be provided. Cornhole toss, kuub, whiffle ball and other yard games 
will be offered.  

Please join us on August 11 as we will be visiting some of our homebound 
members and singing some hymns. Meet in the church parking lot at 9:00am. 
Any woman from the church is welcome to come, please see Pamela Baker 
for further details.  

Friday and Saturday, August 10 & 11, Mt. Calvary will be buzzing with 
youth from all over South Dakota for a Higher Things Youth Retreat. Enti-
tled "Most Certainly Important", Rev. Harrison Goodman from eastern 
Nebraska will be the keynote speaker. He will instruct on how Luther's 
Small Catechism speaks to the world's accusations against Christians, scuffles 
among Christians, and our own struggles against our sinful flesh. A schedule 
of activities, sessions, services and meals will be enjoyed by participating 
youth. The retreat will kick off with Evening Prayer at 5:00pm in the sanc-
tuary and then a cookout and games at Hillcrest Park. The retreat will wrap- 
up at 2:00 on Saturday. 

Groups with News 

Mt. Calvary will be holding her 2nd Community Fall Festival on Saturday, 
October 6. If you have a Thrivent Action Team you would be willing to use 
toward this project, please see Pamela Baker. 



Calvary Kids Corner 



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

August 2018 Newsletter Article 

 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the 

account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving ac-

count. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abun-

dance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 

them” (Luke 21:3).  

And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but 

she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord 

who made her and all creatures, who gave her everything she had, who redeemed her from her own sin, 

from death, and the power of the devil, who called her by the Gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of 

Word and Sacrament, would continue to do this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body 

and life because that is the character of the God she had.  

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are 

tempted to give small gifts it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to pro-

vide for us.  

We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in 

the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. 

We give small gifts because we are not content with what God has already given.  

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). We are adopted sons of the 

free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is al-

ready ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial 

matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  

So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 

Cor. 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 

8:7). 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, with-

out generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in 

which we live, without care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the 

faith, without resources for the poor and needy – in short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding 

what God has given us only for us.  

For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your 

neighbor (Matt. 22:34-.40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.  

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 

10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through 

your fingers to your neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your church.   


