
“Do you not know that all of 

us who have been bap-

tized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death?  We 

were buried therefore with 

him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of 

life. For if we have been unit-

ed with him in a death like 

his, we shall certainly be 

united with him in a resur-

rection like his.”  

Romans 6:3-5 

 

Forever Easter  

 The time of the non-festival season of the church 

year is upon us. Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and 

Easter are all behind us now. We have embarked upon a 

twenty-six week trek through the season of Pentecost that 

will likely feel a bit mundane compared to all the expecta-

tions of Christmas and the happenings of Holy Week. But 

it is not as though we are without the joys of the high festi-

val days. Easter is not over! 

 Every Sunday is another Easter. We live always in 

the light and life of the resurrected Christ. The church 

always lives on the other side of the open tomb. Even at 

Lent there is no going back, as though Christ can be cruci-

fied anew and placed into the tomb all over again. Lent 

does not repeat Christ’s death, but is about our death to 

sin in Holy Baptism. Easter brings us the source of our life. 

This is the life given to us in Holy Baptism from which we 

are raised to newness of life. So Christ’s death and resurrec-

tion are played out every day in which we live in repentance 

and new life through our baptism. The Easter life is lived 

every day until at last the Easter Feast is celebrated around 

the throne of the Lamb who was slain.  

 Whenever we sing the hymn, At the Lamb’s High Feast 

We Sing (LSB 633), we are practicing the praise we will sing 

at the eternal Feast of the Lamb and we are being comforted 

by recounting what Jesus, the Lamb of God, did to win our 

salvation. In verse 3 of that hymn we sing, “Israel’s host tri-

umphant go Through the wave that drowns the foe. Allelu-

ia!” It reminds us that we have been baptized into Christ’s 

death and resurrection. When we remember our baptisms, 

we remember that Easter resurrection is ours. When we 

confess our sins and receive absolution, we remember that 

we received and continue to receive newness of life in 

Christ. It’s like a mini-resurrection within your daily life as 

husband, father, wife, mother, son, daughter, worker, and 

friend.  

The joy of Easter is yours on every Sunday in Pente-

cost. It is yours every day you remember your baptism into 

Christ who raises you. The joy of Easter is yours at the feast 

the set before you at the Lord’s Table of His body and 

blood. It is yours as you mourn the loss of your loved ones 

and it is yours as you continue to pass through this valley of 

tears. The joy of Easter is yours as you, with Him, battle on 

in this life below knowing that His victory is yours. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Matt Wurm 
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     I have spent about the last six months having 
many conversations and thinking deeply about 
children’s ministry here at Mount Calvary. Part of 
the fruit of this effort has been a goal and a two-
fold approach that applies, not only to children, 
but also to lukewarm Christians and anyone who 
needs to be encouraged in Christian growth.  

The goal is this: we aim to help develop children 
or lukewarm adults into faithful Christian adults. 
Our approach should be twofold: engage people 
at their level, interests, etc., and guide them to 
maturity in the faith.  

Each of these two primary considerations is vital 
for our goal; we must both engage people as they 
are (not treating children as higher-functioning 
than they are or lukewarm adults as having already 
“bought in” more than they have or have deeper 
knowledge than they actually do) and have a clear 
vision and path to guide them into Christian ma-
turity. Without one, we do not connect; without 
the other, they do not grow. 

When considering engaging people at their cur-
rent level, the goal is generally to simplify the 
message so that everyone can understand it. In 
the context of the Church, this might involve 
things like fellowship, considering different meth-
ods of teaching and learning styles, participation 
in worship as children, sufficiently simple content, 
real-life examples, developing confidence in the 
faith, etc. In short, the goal is that they will enjoy 
church (and that’s not a bad thing). 

When considering guiding people to maturity in 
the faith, the goal is to increase both “buy-in” and 
depth of understanding so that people will grow in 
the faith in terms of both attentiveness and con-
tent. While we want our message to be simple, we 
do not want it to be simplistic. In our context, this 
might involve things like visions of adulthood (e.g. 

what we want to be true of ourselves in 15 or 
30 years), opportunities for in-depth learning, 
participation in worship like everyone else (e.g. 
teaching the liturgy and disciplining children’s 
behavior), and developing an enduring foun-
dation of faith. In short, the goal is that they 
will get deep meaning out of church. 

Again, these two primary considerations are 
both vital for our goal of helping to develop 
people (specifically children and lukewarm 
adults) into faithful Christian adults. These con-
siderations are not opposed to one another, 
strictly speaking, as long as neither is neglect-
ed. In general, though, people tend to over-
emphasize one at the expense of the other, 
and so we must constantly consider both as we 
ask, “What is best for people who are not yet 
at our level?” 

In Christ, 

Pastor Micah Bauer 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

Engaging and Maturing 

A Twofold Approach to Helping People Grow in the Faith 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

June 1 Ecclesiastes 9:1-17 John 9:24-41 

June 2 Ecclesiastes 10:1-20 John 10:1-21 

June 3 Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 John 10:22-42 

June 4 Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 John 11:1-16 

June 5 Proverbs 1:8-33 John 11:17-37 

June 6 Proverbs 3:5-24 John 11:38-57 

June 7 Proverbs 4:1-27 John 12:1-19 

June 8 Proverbs 5:1-23 John 12:20-36a 

June 9 Proverbs 8:1-21 John 12:36b-50 

June 10 Proverbs 8:22-36 John 13:1-20 

June 11 Proverbs 9:1-18 John 13:21-38 

June 12 Proverbs 10:1-23 John 14:1-17 

June 13 Proverbs 13:1-25 John 14:18-31 

June 14 Proverbs 14:1-27 John 15:1-11 

June 15 Proverbs 15:1-29 John 15:12-27 

June 16 Proverbs 16:1-24 John 16:1-16 

June 17 Proverbs 17:1-28 John 16:17-33 

June 18 Proverbs 20:5-25 John 17:1-26 

June 19 Proverbs 22:1-21 John 18:1-14 

June 20 Proverbs 22:22—23:12 John 18:15-40 

June 21 Proverbs 24:1-22 John 19:1-22 

June 22 Proverbs 25:1-22 John 19:23-42 

June 23 Proverbs 27:1-24 John 20:1-18 

June 24 Proverbs 30:1-9, 18-33 John 20:19-31 

June 25 Proverbs 31:10-31 John 21:1-25 

June 26 Joshua 1:1-18 Acts 8:1-25 

June 27 Joshua 2:1-24 Acts 8:26-40 

June 28 Joshua 3:1-17 Acts 9:1-22 

June 29 Joshua 4:1-24 Acts 9:23-43 

June 30 Joshua 5:1—6:5 Acts 10:1-17 
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“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and the purse.” Attributed to Luther, 
though yet to be located in his vast writings, this statement echoes what Jesus taught about hearts and treasures. He 
said, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34). 

 

But which conversion comes first? I submit that the order is this: first the head, then the purse, then the heart. Let me 
explain. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He took on our flesh, fulfilled the demands of the law in our place, 
became sin for us, and suffered torture and death on our behalf, in order that we would be free from sin, death, and 
hell. He gives us what He accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper.  

 

And so, He doesn’t just do it for us but gives it to us, makes what He did ours by making us His. Thus, we are called by 
His name: Christians. We have a new life in Him.  

 

Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a changing of our minds. It is a conversion of the 
mind. We are called to turn away from our sins and turn toward Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation. For when God 
calls us away from something, He is, at the same time, calling us to something. 

 

And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This is the conversion of the purse. Jesus said that “it is easier for a 
camel to enter through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24). “For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  

 

Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not the other way around. As Christians, God calls us to invest our treas-
ures in His Kingdom to ensure that the gospel is preached and the sacraments are administered. He calls us to share all 
good things with the one who teaches us the doctrines of Christ. He calls us to be generous in giving to the church, for 
it is more blessed to give than to receive.  

 

So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, then the only response is repentance—a conver-
sion of the heart—and to begin doing just that. And as our Lord promised, where your treasure is there your heart will 
be also.  

 

This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It is simply to say that as Christians, those who have been made 
to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have been given a new life in Christ, who are dead to sin and now alive in Him, 
we are, actually, to live — think (conversion of the mind), do (conversion of the purse), and be (conversion of the 
heart) — a new life in Him.  

 

And when you fail, know that God in Christ loves and forgives you and still calls you away from that and to Himself.    



Where We S†and 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307               692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116      692-5810 

Joyce Peters   2410 Sunrise Ridge Cir. #107    692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469   605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33     692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12    692-2949 

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities 

regularly. The listing above is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to 

please remember these folks with visits, cards and/or prayers.  

President: Matthew Baker 

Vice President: Chris Schaefer 

Secretary: Melody Hall 

Treasurer: Jeff Siekmann 

Email is a great way to communicate. If you’d like to receive periodic up-

dates from the church office, please give Annette your email address. You 

can be included in church happenings, prayer requests, the monthly newslet-

ter and other valuable news. You may send your email address directly to the 

church office at mountcalvary@swiftel.net. We hope you will consider this 

as a way to stay connected with your church.   



June Activities at Mt. Calvary 

Mt. Calvary LWML/Aid met May 3 with 14 members present. Pastor Bauer 
gave the devotion on the book Pew Sisters. 

The secretary’s report was accepted and the treasurer’s report showed a 
balance of $1,083.88. Five cards were sent with the history book being 
worked on. Three people visited several in the nursing homes. Human Care 
asked for help with tying quilts. Luke Nott, a seminary student, wrote an 
update of his life and a thank you. Ladies’ Morning Out helped Human Care 
tie quilts.  

Jessie is LWML’s Young Woman Representative to the Convention in June. 
Delegates are Kyra, Erin and Pamela. A motion was made to pay for regis-
tration, travel and lodging for 2 delegates and the YWR. The Ladies’ Morn-
ing Out will have a walk at the Nature Park on May 5 at 9:00. Members of 
LWML are to bring gifts for babies (wipes, soaps, baby clothes, bibs, etc.) to 
the next meeting for the Alpha Center. 

Vacation Bible School will be on May 29, 30 & 31 from 1:00-7:00. An even-
ing meal will be served. Ladies’ Morning Out will be May 5, June 9, July 14 
at 9:00. State Convention will be June 1-2 at Sioux Falls. Mt. Calvary hosts 
the Puppet Place at the State Fair. Hostess for June will be Joann. 

Meeting adjourned with the common table prayer.    

Submitted by Pat Friedrich, Secretary 

Groups with News 

The congregational picnic will be held on Sunday, June 24 at Hillcrest 
Park. All members are welcome to come for food and fellowship at Shel-
ter E (east side) immediately following services that day. The Board of 
Stewardship will serve burgers and hotdogs and will host the annual bean 
bag tournament. Members are asked to bring a side dish to share. 
Drinks, plates, plastic ware and napkins will be provided. This is always a 
good time with plenty of conversation, food and games. In the event of 
rain, the picnic will be held at church.   

Save the dates for Ladies’ Morning Out 

June 9 - Making tie blankets  

July 14 - Helping at the Arts Festival 

August 11 - Making meals for Feed My Sheep 



Calvary Kids Corner 


