
On the evening of that day, 

the first day of the week, 

the doors being locked 

where the disciples were for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them 

and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” When He had 

said this, He showed them 

His hands and His side. 

Then the disciples were 

glad when they saw the 

Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.”  

John 20:19-21 

 

Peace Be With You 

 Imagine the awe and wonder of the disciples as the res-

urrected Christ stood in their midst. Just days before, the dis-

ciples scattered as the Lord of Life suffered and died upon the 

cursed wood of the tree. He had told them it would be so, but 

they had not understood. Now, in the midst of their fear and 

trembling, the risen Christ stands in their midst. What would 

He say to those who had run away and hidden behind locked 

doors? What word would He have for those who failed to con-

fess Him before men? What would He speak to those who did 

not believe? 

 Certainly they expected rebuke for such behavior. The 

disciples had seen Him teach and preach in the synagogues, 

healing frail and diseased bodies, raising sleeping ones from the 

dead; surely they deserved nothing but condemnation. But 

Jesus never gives as we expect or deserve. Jesus gives the un-

expected. To their fears and doubts, Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

speaks words that bring life and salvation: “Peace be with you.” The 

One once swallowed up by death and the grave is now raised to 

newness of life and is offering them peace. 

 The peace that Jesus gives is not given as the world gives. 

Jesus does not promise an end to all war and hatred or an end to 

human suffering and pain. Instead, He gives peace that surpasses 

all human understanding. The peace of Jesus is a restoration of 

humankind’s relationship to God the Father. From the time of the 

devil’s deception and man and woman’s evil eating, the relation-

ship between God the Father and His glorious creation had been 

undone. Those who had been created in His eternal image now 

found themselves under the curse of the Law and in the grip of 

death. The punishment for sin had to be exacted.  

 The cup of wrath was in the Father’s hand. One would 

have to drink it to the dregs, suffering all the punishment and 

terror that sin deserved. In the garden, Jesus prayed three times 

to the Father that “if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.” It could 

not. In loving obedience, Jesus continued to pray, “Nevertheless, 

not as I will, but as You will.” (Mt. 26:39) Outside the holy city, 

Jerusalem, the Son of God made the once for all sacrifice for sin. 

In that sacrifice is eternal peace, which is forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation.  

 The same words of peace are still being spoken today. We 

hear the voice of the Resurrected One, calling and leading His 

children through the voice of the Gospel. We gather, not behind 

locked doors, but within the safety of the Church. Together with 

other disciples, we hear the Word of life, yet we struggle with 

fear and doubt. We toil under the pain of suffering and affliction. 

But Jesus never gives as we expect or deserve. “Peace be with you.” 

 The peace that Jesus offers is nothing other than Himself. 
He is true peace. In the Word, He speaks peace into us. In the 
sacraments, He gives peace into us. In the midst of doubt and 
despair, fear and suffering, Jesus is drawing near, never forgetting 
or forsaking but offering you peace, a peace that is found only in 
and with Him.  
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Matt Wurm 
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The primary religion in America today is not biblical 
Christianity, strictly speaking. It is a variant of Christian-
ity, one that the early Church would hardly recognize. 
In this variant religion, people have lost the biblical 
context for their lives: they no longer view themselves 
as living in the last days before Christ’s promised re-
turn. Rather, since Christ has delayed his coming, the 
status quo has become, well, expected. 

On the one hand, it was inevitable that, since Christ has 
delayed his return from heaven, Christians would forget 
their context. One challenge of living as a human (as 
opposed to, say, angels or the Lord himself) is that we 
are bound in time. We experience change linearly, in 
succession. Time that has passed is gone, and it be-
comes but a distant memory; time that is yet to come 
is not yet present, and we must wait for it. The very first 
Christians heard from the mouth of Christ himself (or 
secondhand from the apostles) that he would return to 
them and finally and fully save them. For us today, we, 
too, have this promise, but it has been handed down 
for centuries. Moreover, it hasn’t happened yet; Jesus 
has not yet done what he said he would do. Because 
we live in time, we become further removed from the 
immediacy of this promise, and it becomes less im-
portant to how we understand the world. 

It is in large part because we have this lack of immedia-
cy that many people have settled for a religion that 
promises a better life here and now: a God who loves 
you and wants you to do good stuff, but who is, practi-
cally speaking, more of an idea than a person who in-
volves himself in the world (moralistic therapeutic de-
ism). This is a God who makes us feel good in this life, 
and since we are far removed from the immediacy of 
the promise, this life is, practically speaking, all there 
is—at least, it is all that is immediately before our eyes. 

But of course, this life and this present age are not all 
there are—not in the way that the Bible tells the story. 
Scripture tells us that we are living in a particular age, 
specifically after God’s good creation of the universe, 
after Adam and Eve’s fall into sin and death, and after 
Jesus’ death and resurrection to save us from our sin 
and death, but before Jesus’ return to finally and fully 

finish the job and destroy sin and death. Within the 
biblical narrative, we have a history and a future—
we come from somewhere (both Adam and Jesus 
are our heads), and we are going somewhere 
(eternal life in the new creation). This life and this 
age are not all there are. In fact, they are far from 
perfect, and they will soon be destroyed and recre-
ated. This age is rightly described in Scripture as 
“the present evil age” because of its corrupted na-
ture due to our sin. 

So how do we help those who are trapped in the 
fluffy religion of “God loves you and stuff”? In good 
Lutheran fashion, we proclaim the fullness of the 
Law and the Gospel. But we do this, not appealing 
only to the ideas or concepts of Law and Gospel, 
but also by laying out the biblical narrative (in 
which God does Law and Gospel) and our place 
within it. For example, if you want to shake some-
one out of his aimless complacency, it is fair game 
to tell him that Jesus is coming back soon to judge 
the living and the dead. We confess this repeatedly 
in our Creeds (which themselves outline the biblical 
narrative, from creation to new creation!), and it is 
appropriate to proclaim this as the way that things 
simply are, because it is true. God does not exist to 
serve our every desire. He is not a vending ma-
chine, but our Father. He is not a jury of our peers, 
but the Judge. He is not only our good feelings, but 
our Convictor (John 16:8-11). 

Only when we view God in this way 
(acknowledging the fullness of his Law) can we 
begin to comprehend the fullness of his Gospel. 
The Gospel will reach its final resolution in the new 
creation, when Christ has judged us righteous on 
his account, and we fully receive the gift of eternal 
life. Then a new part of the biblical story will begin, 
and it will not end. This is our destination. This is 
where the story in which we live is heading. 

     

    In Christ, 

    Rev. Micah Bauer  

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

A Lutheran Response to Therapeutic Religion (or, “God Loves You and Stuff”) 

Part 3: Recovering the Biblical Narrative 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

May 1 Leviticus 23:1-22 Luke 12:13-34 

May 2 Leviticus 23:23-44 Luke 12:35-53 

May 3 Leviticus 24:1-23 Luke 12:54-13:17 

May 4 Leviticus 26:1-20 Luke 13:18-35 

May 5 Leviticus 26:21-33, 39-44 Luke 14:1-24 

May 6 Numbers 3:1-16, 39-48 Luke 14:25-15:10 

May 7 Numbers 8:5-26 Luke 15:11-32 

May 8 Numbers 9:1-23 Luke 16:1-18 

May 9 Numbers 10:11-36  Luke 16:19-31 

May 10 Numbers 11:1-23, 31-35 Luke 17:1-19 

May 11 Numbers 11:24-29; 12:1-16 Luke 17:20-37 

May 12 Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33 Luke 18:1-17 

May 13 Numbers 14:1-25 Luke 18:18-34 

May 14 Numbers 14:26-45 Luke 18:35-19:10 

May 15 Numbers 16:1-22 Luke 19:11-28 

May 16 Numbers 16:23-40 Luke 19:29-48 

May 17 Numbers 16:41-17:13 Luke 20:1-18 

May 18 Numbers 20:1-21 Luke 20:19-44 

May 19 Numbers 20:22-21:9 Luke 20:45-21:19 

May 20 Numbers 21:10-35 Luke 21:20-38 

May 21 Numbers 22:1-20 Luke 22:1-23 

May 22 Numbers 22:21-23:3 Luke 22:24-46 

May 23 Numbers 23:4-28 Luke 22:47-71 

May 24 Numbers 24:1-25 Luke 23:1-25 

May 25 Numbers 27:12-23 Luke 23:26-56 

May 26 Numbers 32:1-6, 16-27 Luke 24:1-27 

May 27 Numbers 35:9-30 Luke 24:28-53 

May 28 Ecclesiastes 5:1-20 John 8:1-20 

May 29 Ecclesiastes 6:1-7:10 John 8:21-38 

May 30 Ecclesiastes 7:11-29 John 8:39-59 

May 31 Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 John 9:1-23 



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 in 
receipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to use 
as we would like to. Drop boxes may be found on the small 
table by the member mailboxes in the narthex. 

 

As of April 22, we have  
collected $72,304.22  in Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Please submit only Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts are accepted. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Where We S†and 

 

March 2018 
 

 

Baptism:  Jack Yoder 

 

Profession of Faith:  Deb Gilbertson 

 

Funerals:  Roger Carpenter & Alvira Anderson 
 

  

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities 

regularly. The listing here is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to please 

remember these folks with visits, cards and/or prayers.  

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307               692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116      692-5810 

Joyce Peters   2410 Sunrise Ridge Cir. #107    692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469   605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33     692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12    692-2949 



Groups with News 

Mt. Calvary Ladies Aid and LWML met April 5th at 1:30 with 13 members 
present. Pastor Bauer gave the devotion on “Comfort Ye, My People,” from 
the Women’s Quarterly. There were no birthdays. The Secretary’s report was 
accepted along with the Treasurer’s report of $760.11.  

Committee reports: Six people were visited. “Cure of Worry” was read for 
Christian Life. Human Care has ‘tie the quilt day’ on April 7 at 9:00am, eve-
ryone is invited. Ladies’ Morning Out is helping. Seven cards were sent. 
Strategic Planning has April 28 as a meeting date. A thank you and memorial 
were received from the Carpenter family. Ladies’ Morning Out made cards 
for cancer patients with 15 ladies present.  

Our YWR is Jessie for the 60th Convention in Sioux Falls, June 1 & 2. Kyra 
and Erin are our LWML voting candidates.  

Spring Luncheon is on April 7th from 12:00-2:00 at Zion in White. Spring 
Retreat at Faith Lutheran, Sioux Falls is on April 14. Meeting adjourned with 
the Table Prayer. 

Submitted by Pat Friedrich, Secretary  

From the Church Office 

Have you recently moved? 
 

Do you have a new phone number? 
 

Cell phone Number? 
 

What’s your email address? 
 

Please notify the church office when your contact in-
formation has changed. It’s good  to keep our records 
current.   

Thank you! 
 

mountcalvary@swiftel.net 
605-692-2678 

President: Matthew Baker 

Vice President: Chris Schaefer 

Secretary: Melody Hall 

Treasurer: Jeff Siekmann 



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

Newsletter Article – May 2018 

 

St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good 
things with the one who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).  

And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are employed in 
the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the 
same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:13
–14). 

In other words, ministers of the gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them. And this is how the 
Church lives even now. It is standard practice. 

But this deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it does 
so with four little words: “In the same way …”  

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members on the 
example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices. 

We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the Levites?  

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord 
your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, 
and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deuteronomy 
14:22–23). 

The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.  

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New Testament Gospel 
ministry “in the same way?”  

If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? 
Back then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the descendants of 
Abraham.  

Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (Matt. 28). And there are churches and ministries all around the world. How 
could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry? 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We have received the full-
ness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, the fulfillment of everything that God promised to do.  

For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his right-
eousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism.  

He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living 
body and blood of his Son, our Lord, Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because we belong to Him. 
He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  

In the same way, and in response to his fatherly divine goodness and mercy, we gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the 
excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.”  

For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 
Peter 2:9–10).  



Calvary Kids Corner 


