
Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so 
that at the proper time 
he may exalt you, cast-
ing all your anxieties on 
him, because he cares 

for you. 
1 Peter 5:6-7 

 

Come, Lord Jesus 

A few weeks ago, Alvin Mielke gave me an edition of 
The Lutheran Witness that Vi Mielke had saved from June, 1976. 
It sure has been an interesting read.  

The state of the synod was much different then than it 
is now. Congregations and districts were still reeling after the 
Seminex walkout on February 19th, 1973. Hundreds of semi-
nary students walked out of their classes and boarded up the 
entrance to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in protest of the 40 
professors whose contracts were terminated the day prior 
because of teaching doctrines not in accord with the Holy 
Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  

These days were tense and wrought with conflict all 
over. President Nixon resigned from office in 1974. The Vi-
etnam War had just come to an end in April of 1975. Tensions 
with the U.S.S.R. were high and national security was in 
doubt. Fear, uncertainty, and suspicions of communist spies 
were common. To the readers of The Lutheran Witness in 1976, 
the world as they knew it and the teachings of God as they had 
come to know them were all shifting beneath their feet. The 
Lutheran Witness in those years served to shore-up teaching and 
encourage faithfulness among God’s people.  

In this edition there is a reprint of a letter from the 
editor. The following quote is from the July 7th, 1886 edition 

of The Lutheran Witness:  
“The handwriting is on the wall and may be read by all, that 

God will visit our country’s transgression with an uplifted arm. 
Unbridled covetousness and usury, the open and unpunished 
preaching of atheism, prevalent perjury and profanity, riotous and 
lewd life, secret and open murders, the gross neglect of the Gospel-
means of education, all these have brought the free people of this 
glorious country to a brink of ruin. 

It behooves us Christians to take due notice of these matters 
and prepare for the worst. There is no doubt that in the terrible era 
before us the right of our Christian principles and right of our 
church to exist will be severely tested and that she may again suffer 
under the violent hands of her persecutors. And St. Peter teaches us 
that the judgments of God begin at the house of God to chastise us 
for our lukewarmness and worldly spirit.” 

We will always find unrest in this world until we find 
our rest in Christ. All around us the devil rages to make his 
chaos and desecration known in order to frighten away our 
faith. If we fix our eyes upon the devil’s chaotic work, we may 
be led to think that today is a terrible day and tomorrow will be 
even worse, that God is not in control and Christ is not the 
Victor. But even the devil is God’s devil and Christ is certainly 
our Victor over sin, death, and the devil.  

So, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfect-
or of our faith as we cast all our anxieties from the world 
around us on Him, knowing that He cares for us and will an-
swer our prayers in the way that He knows is best for us. To-
day is not terrible and tomorrow won’t be worse because with 
each day that passes, we come one day closer to that Day of the 
Lord. On that Day when He returns on the clouds of glory, the 
faithful will be gathered to Him in both body and soul for all 
eternity. Death, sadness, and all the mess of the devil’s work 
will be sealed away forever. Until that day arrives we say, 
“Come Lord Jesus, come quickly and to save us. Amen.” 

 

In Christ, 
Pastor Matt Wurm  
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Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is more than a single reli-
gion. It is the undercurrent of American ideals about 
God. God wants me to be good. God wants me to be 
happy. God is, and must be, described in only vague 
terms (because to get too particular is intolerant). 
These ideas about God have become the undercurrent 
of much of American Christianity: it is centrally about 
feeling good, happy, secure, and at peace. It is about 
attaining subjective well-being, being able to solve 
problems, and getting along amiably with other peo-
ple. We ourselves are not immune to this inadequate 
depiction of God; it’s in the very air we breathe nowa-
days, and we cannot avoid it. 

But what’s so bad about therapeutic religion? Doesn’t 
God actually want me to be happy? Doesn’t he desire 
good things for his people? Well, yes. However, when 
the therapeutic elements of Christianity form the center 
of our beliefs; when the therapeutic narrative leading 
to self-realization eclipses the biblical narrative leading 
to Christ’s return; when the goal of my life is my per-
ceived happiness, not faithfulness; or when the Church 
is seen merely as a therapeutic safe house in an imper-
sonal world, we have turned aside from apostolic 
teaching. There is little room in this alternative form of 
Christianity for the bondage of the will, the theology of 
the cross, the saint/sinner dichotomy, sin, death, judg-
ment, hell, demons, divine wrath, the book of Job, and 
the like. In therapeutic religion, sin becomes equated 
with hurt feelings. The Gospel shrinks to platitudes like 
“Jesus loves you,” “God will lead and guide you,” and 
“God would never hurt you.” Those who approach their 
pastor as convicted and guilty sinners are affirmed in 
their sin rather than absolved of it and encouraged in 
repentance. 

How did we get here? Simply put, we stepped in line 
with the culture as it moved away from tradition and 
toward sociology and psychology as means of explain-
ing the world and our place in it. As the social sciences 
arrived on the scene, we rejected the wisdom of our 
ancestors as outdated. We replaced the pursuit of 
righteousness according to God’s objective Law and 
Gospel with the pursuit of self-esteem. We began to 

see ourselves as yearning above all for self-
fulfillment, not Christ’s return and his obliteration 
of our Old Adam. As the culture made these shifts, 
we got swept up in them, too. 

Why are so many young people leaving the 
Church? Why do they “graduate” from Confirma-
tion, rarely to return? A large part of the answer is 
that, often, they didn’t find anything worth sticking 
around for. They don’t need a “fluffy” religion. They 
can get better therapy elsewhere. Therapeutic reli-
gion carries no weight, in part, because it fits so 
neatly into modern people’s lives. It is expected. It 
is ordinary. It is therefore easily dismissed. This 
seems to be why many liberal, non-confessional 
congregations are losing members in droves. 

Fitting in is not what the Church does best. Down-
playing Christ crucified for sinners is not what we 
do. It’s not that we seek to be counter-cultural for 
its own sake. Rather, in seeking to be faithful, we 
will end up being counter-cultural, for the culture 
is, in many ways, profane. I’ll close with one of my 
favorite quotes from Stanley Hauerwas: 

“I want to be part of a community with the 
habits and practices that will make me do 
what I would otherwise not choose to do and 
then learn to like what I have been forced to 
do.” 

In my next article I will discuss how recovering the 
biblical narrative is a key component in fighting 
therapeutic religion. 

In Christ, 
Rev. Micah Bauer 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

A Lutheran Response to Therapeutic Religion (or, “God Loves You and Stuff”) 

Part 2:  On the Therapeutic Captivity of the Church 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

April 1 Exodus 14:10-31 Hebrew 7:23-8:13 

April 2 Exodus 15:1-18 Hebrew 9:1-28 

April 3 Exodus 15:19-16:12 Hebrew 10:1-18 

April 4 Exodus 16:13-35 Hebrew 10:19-39 

April 5 Exodus 17:1-16 Hebrew 11:1-29 

April 6 Exodus 18:5-27 Hebrew 12:1-24 

April 7 Exodus 19:1-25 Hebrew 13:1-21 

April 8 Exodus 20:1-24 Luke 4:1-15 

April 9 Exodus 22:20-23:13 Luke 4:16-30 

April 10 Exodus 23:14-33 Luke 4:31-44 

April 11 Exodus 24:1-18 Luke 5:1-16 

April 12 Exodus 25:1-22 Luke 5:17-39 

April 13 Exodus 31:1-18 Luke 6:1-19 

April 14 Exodus 32:1-14 Luke 6:20-38 

April 15 Exodus 32:15-35 Luke 6:39-49 

April 16 Exodus 33:1-23 Luke 7:1-17 

April 17 Exodus 34:1-28 Luke 7:18-35 

April 18 Exodus 34:29-35:21 Luke 7:36-50 

April 19 Exodus 38:21-39:8, 22-23, 27-31 Luke 8:1-21 

April 20 Exodus 39:32-40:16 Luke 8:22-39 

April 21 Exodus 40:17-38 Luke 8:40-56 

April 22 Leviticus 8:1-13, 30-36 Luke 9:1-17 

April 23 Leviticus 9:1-24 Luke 9:18-36 

April 24 Leviticus 10:1-20 Luke 9:37-62 

April 25 Leviticus 16:1-24 Luke 10:1-22 

April 26 Leviticus 17:1-16 Luke 10:23-42 

April 27 Leviticus 18:1-7, 20-19:8 Luke 11:1-13 

April 28 Leviticus 19:9-18, 26-37 Luke 11:14-36 

April 29 Leviticus 20:1-16, 22-27 Luke 11:37-54 

April 30 Leviticus 21:1-24 Luke 12:1-12 

   



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 
in receipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to 
use as we would like to. Drop boxes may be found on the 
small table by the member mailboxes in the narthex. 

 

As of March 11, we have  

collected $57,399.00 in Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

Please submit only Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts and accepted. 
 

Thank you! 

Where We S†and 

Our church family includes a few people who are not able to attend church and church activities 

regularly. The listing here is those considered home bound. We ask our active members to please 

remember these folks with visits, cards and/or prayers.  

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1615 Main Ave. S. 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307               692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116      692-5810 

Joyce Peters   2410 Sunrise Ridge Cir. #107    692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469   605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33     692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12    692-2949 

Easter Sunrise Service 
 

with Holy Communion 
 

April 1 at 6:30am 
 

Easter Resurrection Service 
 

with Holy Communion 
 

April 1 at 9:30am 
 

Easter breakfast will be served between services.  



Groups with News 

 Mount Calvary’s LWML and Ladies Aid met on March 1 at 1:30 
with 12 members present and 1 visitor. Pastor Bauer gave the devo-
tion from the book Pew Sisters, session 6, “Anne”. The secretary and 
treasurer reports were given and approved. Balance on hand is 
$809.04. There were six visitations made, seven cards sent, fleece 
material bought for 25 blankets and the history book made up-to-
date. Christian Life topic was “Pay Attention”.  
 Ladies Morning Out (for all ladies of the congregation) will be 
March 17 at Kool Beans Coffee from 9:00-11:00am. March 17 and a 
rally at Wentworth will be at 10:00am. April 7 are plans to tie blan-
kets at the church from 9:00-11:00am. Spring Retreat is April 14 at 
Faith Lutheran in Sioux Falls.  
 Jessie Kuechenmeister is our Young Woman Representative 
for the District Convention in Sioux Falls, June 1-2.  
 The common Table Prayer closed the meeting.    
      
Submitted by Pat Friedrich, Secretary 

Camp Minneboji is a Lutheran summer camp for all students who 
have completed grades 4-9. Along with a week of fun, this camp 
features Bible studies, mission presentations, music, crafts, sports, 
recreation, a camp t-shirt and the chance to meet new friends. 
Camp week is June 17 - June 23 and they will celebrate their 70th 
birthday. This year’s theme is “iLIFE” based on 1 Peter 1. Registra-
tion forms are on the counter in the narthex. Please complete the 
necessary forms and put them in Renee Rumpza’s mailbox by Sun-
day, April 15. If you have questions you may contact her at  
rrumpza@live.com.     

Brain Food bags will be assembled and delivered Thursday, April  
26 at 9:00am. Please bring your contributions of goodies (soda, 
popcorn, bars, cookies, snacks etc.) to the Finance office prior to 
this date. Volunteers are needed to assemble and deliver the bags 
on April 26. Come if you can. The college students will thank you.  

On Saturday, April 7 all ladies of Mt. Calvary are welcome to gather 
at church to help tie fleece blankets. Come at 9:00 to the basement 
where other gals of the congregation will be all set to make these 
warm blankets for members of our community. The coffee will be on 
and there just may be some goodies to enjoy as well.    

mailto:rrumpza@live.com
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Newsletter Article – April 2018 
  
 
Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our savior. His atoning 
sacrifice is the firstfruits of all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father 
– and ours – so that His perfect life and death count for all who believe 
in Him.  
 
He claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His Holy Word and His Body 
and Blood. As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit. We do the good works prepared for us, which He 
makes known to us in His Word.  
 
By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says because He does not lie and always keeps His promises. For 
“without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he re-
wards those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).  
 
And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will 
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10).  
 
How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving it generously to those whom 
the Lord has called us to love and support: your family, your society, and your church. And His promise is that in so doing, 
you will never lack. 
  
I can almost hear it now: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” But our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in the 
New Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents, “For to everyone who has will more be given, and 
he will have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).  
 
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in 
much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unright-
eous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will 
give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).  
 
And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 
  
We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the 
guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that God does reward tem-
poral faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings.  
 
It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace, His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages just quoted 
do in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded 
against this that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings. 
  
But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely and generously. 
In fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10). 
  
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving 
with more receiving. For “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him gra-
ciously give us all things” (Rom. 8:32)? 



Calvary Kids Corner 



From the President 

I am grateful to be a member of Mt. Calvary, a church faithful to preaching God's Holy Word, and I am humbled that 
you have elected me to be your Congregational President. I extend to Scott my heartfelt thanks for his years of dedi-
cated service and his advice to me during this transition. It will take time for me to understand the workings of the 
church as he does, and I ask for your patience. There will no doubt be disagreements from time to time, but I am com-
mitted to us remaining a unified church body. I will do what I can to listen to, respect, and represent every member, so 
long as you are willing to be open and honest. I welcome opportunities to discuss the significance of Mt. Calvary's past 
and the possibilities for her future. I want us to thrive and grow together as a congregation without losing sight of 
what makes us who we are - Mt. Calvary Lutherans. Finally, I ask for your prayers as I promise to pray for all of you 
every day, dear brothers and sisters. Let us love and strengthen one another in the true faith as we march forth as wit-
nesses of Christ Jesus. 
 

Your servant, 
Matthew Baker 
 


