
When they came to the place of which 

God had told him, Abraham built the 

altar there and laid the wood in order 

and bound Isaac his son and laid him 

on the altar, on top of the wood. 

Then Abraham reached out his hand 

and took the knife to slaughter his 

son. But the angel of the LORD 

called to him from heaven and said, 

"Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, 

"Here am I." He said, "Do not lay 

your hand on the boy or do anything 

to him, for now I know that you fear 

God, seeing you have not withheld 

your son, your only son, from me.   

Genesis 22:9-12  

 

 

Ashes and the Promise  
 

While lecturing on Genesis in 1539, Martin Lu-

ther was bereaved of his friend Dr. Sebaldus Münsterer, 

who was a law professor at the University of Wittenberg. 

The day following the funeral, Luther had death very 

much on his mind as he addressed students on God's com-

mand to Abraham to offer his only son, Isaac, as a sacrifice 

on Mt. Moriah (Gen. 22). Abraham was confronted with 

death in the command of God. Luther believed that Abra-

ham was sensible of the clash between life and death that 

this command represented. 

Would God ever command a father to offer his 

only son unto death? Luther spoke eloquently about the 

power of God to raise the dead. He believed that Abraham 

could give himself up to obedience to the Word of God 

because he was confident that God could raise his son from 

death and ashes. Not even death itself can make of no effect 

the promise of God that through the body of this one boy 

the Messiah would arise, even if it required God to raise 

him to fulfill the promise. Abraham had no basis for pre-

suming that God would raise Isaac, but the promise. There 

is nothing more powerful or certain than the divine promise 

(Rom. 4) to which faith clings. This is why Abraham can 

face the death of his son with composure and amazing 

speed. The next morning after hearing God speak, he sets 

out for the place of sacrifice. No dawdling for Abraham, 

who has heard the Word from God. Death can be no im-

pediment to the promise. 

We too live by that same faith. We walk into Lent with the 
sign of death upon our foreheads. The ash of Ash Wednes-
day is the sign of the death through which all of us must 
pass. While this implies grief, and we all lament at the fu-
neral of a loved one, it is not the end of the story. We 
Christians seek death every day in our life of repentance. 
We desire to be transfixed upon Moriah and die to sin with 
the confidence that God our Father will not abandon us to 
the grave but that we shall live through the power of the 
God who brings death. He has promised us in the death-
dealing waters of baptism that we possess the life which is 
Christ's. His promise will not return to us empty. Death 
cannot stop the promise of God.  
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Matt Wurm 
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In my 5-6th grade Confirmation class, I have been 
slowly developing a list of rules for reading Scripture. 
The first of these rules is, “’I don’t know’ is often the 
best answer.” This is the first rule because early in the 
fall semester when I was fielding some Q&A ques-
tions, some students kept asking, well, the wrong 
questions. They would ask about aliens, and dino-
saurs, and several far afield “what if” questions. “The 
Bible doesn’t talk specifically about that, so there’s 
not much I can say,” was my refrain. After several 
rounds of this, I wrote this first rule on the board. I 
explained, “The Bible doesn’t tell us everything we 
might want to know because God hasn’t seen fit to 
tell us, and we just have to be OK with that.” 

When it came time to talk about Job, I raised a similar 
question myself: “Why did God allow Job to suffer?” 
This particular question is actually fair game because 
most of the book is composed of Job and his friends 
discussing various answers to this question (and most 
of the answers, and thus much of the book of Job, 
give bad theology because most of Job’s friends fool-
ishly try to justify God). My confirmands quickly spot-
ted the easy answer: to test him. This lines up with the 
first couple of chapters of the book where God is ba-
sically showing Job off in front of Satan. But even this 
isn’t a totally sufficient answer because we don’t fully 
understand how God tests us without tempting us 
and without doing evil. The answer given by God him-
self at the end of the book, when he shows up in a 
whirlwind, is essentially, “Job, I made you and all 
things. I know mysteries that you will never be able to 
comprehend. You don’t get to demand answers from 
me when I do things you can never understand. I’m 
God, and you’re not.” Thus, a faithful and directly ap-
plicable answer to the question of “Why did God al-
low Job to suffer at the hand of Satan” is, “I don’t 
know” (and, moreover, “I don’t get to know”). 

A similar question is coming up again now that we are 
discussing how God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. Like 
with Job, one answer to the question is fairly easy: 
Pharaoh is a sinner, and so his heart was already hard 
and it’s his own fault. In fact, it takes a miracle from 
God for anybody to trust him. But another difficult 
aspect of the question quickly arises: If God made us 

trust him, then why didn’t God make Pharaoh listen? 
Why did God harden his heart, necessitating the 
deaths of lots of Egyptians? Like Job’s friends, I could 
make something up to try to get God off the hook. 
But this would be unfaithful. God doesn’t need me to 
defend him. Rather, we must again answer, “I don’t 
know why God did that. But here’s what we do know: 
what God does is good, even if we don’t understand 
it. We know that, by allowing things to play out this 
way with Pharaoh, God saves his people and brings 
them into the Promised Land, and he reveals to the 
entire world that he is the Lord, the one true God, 
and that he has mercy on his people and protects 
them.” After wrestling with this same question, 
among others, in Romans 9-11, Saint Paul comes to a 
similar conclusion: “For God has consigned all to dis-
obedience, that he may have mercy on all. Oh, the 
depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 
inscrutable his ways! … To him be the glory forever. 
Amen.” 

Why are we so opposed to allowing ourselves not to 
know the answer? How have we come to idolize our 
own intelligence so much that we demand human-
sized answers to God-sized questions? Certainly it is 
sin living within us. By knowing God’s hidden myster-
ies, we hope to finally get God off our backs—to no 
longer let him have control and oversight over us. 
Divine knowledge is the very same temptation that 
Adam and Eve experienced in the Garden: “You will 
be like God, knowing good from evil.” We don’t want 
to let God be God; we want that role for ourselves. 
But no matter how hard we try, no matter how great 
our scientific and technological achievements, no 
matter how many theological textbooks we read, we 
will never fully comprehend God. And this is a very, 
very blessed thing. We are not meant to be equal 
with God (the temptation of which is the very root of 
sin), but to receive all good things from God. This is 
how God has designed us, and it is very good. Let’s 
be happy not to know everything. 

    In Christ, 

    Pastor Bauer  

“I Don’t Know” Is Often the Best Answer 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

February 1 Zechariah 11:4-17 2 Timothy 4:1-18 

February 2 Zechariah 12:1-13:9 Titus 1:1-2:6 

February 3 Zechariah 14:1-21 Titus 2:7-3:15 

February 4 Job 1:1-22 John 1:1-18 

February 5 Job 2:1-3:10 John 1:19-34 

February 6 Job 3:11-26 John 1:35-51 

February 7 Job 4:1-21 John 2:1-12 

February 8 Job 5:1-27 John 2:13-25 

February 9 Job 6:1-13 John 3:1-21 

February 10 Job 6:14-30 John 3:22-4:6 

February 11 Job 7:1-21 John 4:7-26 

February 12 Job 8:1-22 John 4:27-45 

February 13 Job 9:1-35 John 4:46-54 

February 14 Genesis 1:1-19 Mark 1:1-13 

February 15 Genesis 1:20-2:3 Mark 1:14-28 

February 16 Genesis 2:4-25 Mark 1:29-45 

February 17 Genesis 3:1-24 Mark 2:1-17 

February 18 Genesis 4:1-26 Mark 2:18-28 

February 19 Genesis 6:1-7:5 Mark 3:1-19 

February 20 Genesis 7:11-8:12 Mark 3:20-35 

February 21 Genesis 8:13-9:17 Mark 4:1-20 

February 22 Genesis 11:27-12:20 Mark 4:21-41 

February 23 Genesis 13:1-18 Mark 5:1-20 

February 24 Genesis 15:1-21 Mark 5:21-43 

February 25 Genesis 16:1-9, 15-17:22 Mark 6:1-13 

February 26 Genesis 18:1-15 Mark 6:14-34 

February 27 Genesis 21:1-21 Mark 6:35-56 

February 28 Genesis 22:1-19 Mark 7:1-23 

   



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 
in receipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to 
use as we would like to. Drop boxes can be found on the 
small table by the member mailboxes in the narthex. 

 

As of January 17th, we have collected  
$138,652.12 in Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

We may submit only   
Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts and accepted. 

Where We S†and 

Our church family includes 

a few people who are not 

able to attend church and 

church activities regularly. 

The listing here is those 

considered home bound.  

We ask our active members 

to please remember these 

folks with visits, cards and/

or prayers.  

 

December 2017 
 

   Profession of Faith: Trevor Ostlund 

         

Alvira Anderson  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Pine #8          

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1326 6th St.                 696-5281 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307               692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116      692-5810 

Joyce Peters   2410 Sunrise Ridge Cir. #107    692-4781 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469   605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33     692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201          605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12    692-2949 



Groups with News 

Mount Calvary Aid and LWML met January 4th with 11 members present. 
Pastor Bauer gave a devotion from The Pew Sisters. 

A motion was made to rescind the decision of giving the ‘piggy bank’ money 
to the General Fund but rather give it to Bethesda. The Treasurer’s balance is 
$1,117.07. 

Cards were sent and several visits made. Human Care would like suggestions 
for projects. All committee positions will stay the same. A mite box has been 
placed in the narthex for a weekly collection.  

A Saturday once a month at 9:00am at different places, a women’s morning 
out, is planned. Hostesses for the next 4 months are assigned. Meeting ad-
journed with the Table Prayer.    

Submitted by Pat Friedrich 
Secretary 

 
The Evangelism Board is continuing Mission Festival until February 15. They 
will be gathering cotton fabric or small gifts of encouragement for the six 
workers at Harvest Winds, a star quilt sewing factory. Harvest Winds is a 
ministry of the Rosebud Lutheran Church and Lord’s Warriors Lutheran 
Church in Parmelee under Pastor Andrew Utecht. Please leave any items 
you wish to donate in the finance office. 
 
It’s time for bowling! The Evangelism Board is hosting an afternoon of bowl-
ing for the entire congregation on Sunday, March 18 at 2:00. Thrivent Ac-
tion Team Dollars have been secured so we have $250 in free bowling for 
the afternoon. Come on out to Prairie Lanes and enjoy an afternoon of fel-
lowship with other members. 

The LWML Brookings and Sioux Falls Zone Spring Retreat will be held at 
Faith Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls on April 14. The theme is the book of 
Esther, and the speaker is Mary Jarratt Smith from the Idaho District. All 
women of the congregation are invited to attend.  
 
Mark your calendars! The LWML South Dakota District Convention will be 
held in Sioux Falls at the Convention Center, June 1-2. “Sharing God’s Love 
from Generation to Generation” is the theme for this year. Info about YWR 
will be available at this convention. 
 
Ladies Morning Out! Attention women of the congregation! Mark the fol-
lowing Saturdays with “Ladies Morning Out” on your calendar from 9:00-
11:00: March 17, April 7, and May 5. This is for all women of the congrega-
tion. On March 17 the group will have their first outing at Kool Beans Coffee 
in downtown Brookings and will discuss opportunities for service and fellow-
ship. Please join us at 9:00. 



Calvary Kids Corner 


