
 

He restoreth my soul: he 

leadeth me in the paths of 

righteousness for his name's 

sake.  

Psalm 23:3 
 

 

He Restoreth My Soul  

 I have a little devotional book called “Shepherd Psalm.”  

It was my great-grandfather Siedel’s from the 1870’s. The 

cover is well worn and some of the pages are beginning to fall 

out but that doesn’t mean that its message is worn out. I was 

paging through this booklet of history the other day and came 

across an inspiring chapter that I will now share in part with 

you.  

“He Restoreth My Soul.”  These words are among the most precious in 

this priceless Psalm. They speak to the experience of many children of 

God, who are deeply conscious of the need of the restoring grace of the 

Good Shepherd. If He were alone to be followed, and if His influences 

upon us were always instantly and wholly obeyed, there would be no 

need of restoration. But we are not always susceptible and obedient to 

the heavenly leadings; we easily relapse into states of lethargy and 

indifference, and it is necessary that we should be restored. 

The most fruitful source of spiritual decline is the neglect 

of the Word of God and of private devotion. Just so long as 

the spirit of man keeps on terms of intimacy with the loving Spirit of 

God, while the Bible is prayerfully studied, and the habit of retire-

ment is maintained, there will be regular growth in grace and in the 

knowledge and love of God. Our hearts have often tasted the sweet 

refreshment and holy encouragement which are found in these quiet 

hours spent in the Most Holy Place. We know that there is nothing 

which is more productive of all that makes life worth having than 

Communion with God. And yet, this is the one exercise which we are 

most prone to hurry or neglect. The chapters of the Word of God are 

skimmed as a duty, as a surface of a mountain lake is touched here and 

there by the breast of a wild fowl; while the morning or evening prayer 

is uttered so coldly and perfunctorily, that it had almost better have 

been unsaid. Is it, then, to be wondered at that the energies of the 

spiritual life decline, and sadly need the intercession of some strong, 

wise hand to restore? 

Unconfessed sin is another cause of swift spiritual decline.  

If there be a cause of disagreement, however trivial, among friends, 

they shrink from meeting; or if they meet, there is a coldness and re-

straint which are the more evident and painful in proportion to the 

warmth and intimacy of their previous attachment. There can be no 

more heart-union till the cause of the estrangement has been probed, 

and the wrong confessed, or the misunderstanding explained. And the 

same principle obtains in the relationship of the soul with God. When 

we sin, there is generally a tendency to imitate Adam and Eve in their 

concealment beneath the foliage of the garden. Before that sad yield-

ing is the temptation of the devil. The happiest hour in all the day was 

that in which, as the evening breeze shed a delicious cool on the tropic 

heat, the voice of the Lord God was heard summoning them to com-

mune with Him. But that sin makes the thought of fellowship unwel-

come. Similarly we have learnt again and again that unconfessed sin 

casts a dark shadow over our fellowship with God, and makes us irk-

some and perfunctory. Then we begin to exchange the open heart for 

the averted one, and put on the shy look and the formal phrase. And if 

the sin is not instantly confessed and put away, the little rift within 

the lute will widen, until it makes the music mute. 

 

All Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Wurm  
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What follows is a fascinating article by Gene Veith, an 

LCMS member, writer of many books on Christianity 

and culture, and retired professor. I present it here in 

its entirety because I find it a succinct, extremely help-

ful critique of our cultural climate. People claim to 

despise religion, and yet they themselves are reli-

gious: not toward God, but toward political parties 

and ideologies. Here is the article: 

Nancy Pelosi describes sexual abuser John Conyers as 

an “icon.” Environmentalists prophecy an apocalyptic 

last judgment and the end of the world. Progressives 

look forward to the kingdom of heaven on earth but 

find saints, martyrs, and taboos in identity politics.  

Conservatives demand adherence to orthodox doc-

trines and condemn backsliders. John Hart notes the 

religious language being used by secular politicians 

and concludes that religion is being replaced by polit-

ical ideology. 

In his article Is Ideology Becoming America’s Official 

Religion? (in Forbes, no less), Hart says, “Today, ideol-

ogy seems to be filling a vacuum left by traditional 

faith.” And “Today’s political rhetoric certainly sug-

gests we’re not less religious but religious about 

something else. The Left and Right both increasingly 

use religious or “theologized ideology’ to express 

their views. 

He quotes psychological theorist Carl Jung, writing in 

1958 during the Cold War with Communism, “You can 

take away a man’s gods, but only to give him others 

in return.” Jung, in The Undiscovered Self, went on to 

note how the state fills the vacuum: 

“The State takes the place of God; that is why, seen 

from this angle, the socialist dictatorships are reli-

gions and State slavery is a form of worship … The 

policy of the State is exalted to a creed, the leader or 

party boss becomes a demigod beyond good and 

evil, and his votaries are honoured as heroes, mar-

tyrs, apostles, missionaries. There is only one truth 

and beside it no other. It is sacrosanct and above 

criticism. Anyone who thinks differently is a heretic.” 

Hart comments, “Many on the Left and Right are 

bowing to the same false god of state power from 

opposite sides of the altar.” 

“Liberals need to ask themselves: Why do so many 

on their side who believe they’re enlightened and 

post-religious use progressive fundamentalist reli-

gious rhetoric to advance their views? Conservatives, 

meanwhile, need to ask traditional believers whether 

they really believe the author of string theory and 

the designer of DNA needs an extra vote in the Sen-

ate to orchestrate change?” 

Where else do we see political ideology taking the 

place of religion? How can religious convictions in-

form political action without falling into the trap of 

sacralizing human ideology, worshiping state power, 

or reducing a universal faith into a civil religion?  

(Hint:  Two Kingdoms.) 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Bauer 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

Political Ideology as Our New Religions 

1
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2017/12/

political-ideology-as-our-new-religions/  



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

January 1 Isaiah 61:1-11 Luke 1:57-80 

January 2 Isaiah 62:1-12 Luke 2:1-20 

January 3 Isaiah 63:1-14 Luke 2:21-40 

January 4 Isaiah 63:15-65:2 Luke 2:41-52 

January 5 Isaiah 65:8-25 Luke 3:1-20 

January 6 Isaiah 66:1-20 Luke 3:21-38 

January 7 Ezekiel 1:1-14, 22-28 Romans 1:1-17 

January 8 Ezekiel 2:1-3:11 Romans 1:18-32 

January 9 Ezekiel 3:12-27 Romans 2:1-16 

January 10 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 Romans 2:17-29 

January 11 Ezekiel 33:1-20 Romans 3:1-18 

January 12 Ezekiel 34:1-24 Romans 3:19-31 

January 13 Ezekiel 36:13-28 Romans 4:1-25 

January 14 Ezekiel 36:33-37:14 Romans 5:1-21 

January 15 Ezekiel 37:15-28 Romans 6:1-23 

January 16 Ezekiel 38:1-23 Romans 7:1-20 

January 17 Ezekiel 39:1-10, 17-29 Romans 7:21-8:17 

January 18 Ezekiel 40:1-4; 43:1-12 Romans 8:18-39 

January 19 Ezekiel 44:1-16, 23-29 Romans 9:1-18 

January 20 Ezekiel 47:1-14, 21-23 Romans 9:19-33 

January 21 Joel 1:1-20 Romans 10:1-21 

January 22 Joel 2:1-17 Romans 11:1-24 

January 23 Joel 2:18-32 Romans 11:25-12:13 

January 24 Joel 3:1-21 Romans 12:14-13:14 

January 25 Zechariah 1:1-21 Romans 14:1-23 

January 26 Zechariah 2:1-3:10 Romans 15:1-13 

January 27 Zechariah 4:1-5:11 Romans 15:14-33 

January 28 Zechariah 6:1-7:14 Romans 16:17-27 

January 29 Zechariah 8:1-23 2 Timothy 1:1-18 

January 30 Zechariah 9:1-17 2 Timothy 2:1-26 

January 31 Zechariah 10:1-11:3 2 Timothy 3:1-17 



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 
in receipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to 
use as we would like. Drop boxes may be found on the 
small table by the mailboxes in the narthex. 

 
As of December 13, we have  

collected $125,280.25 in Hy-Vee receipts.   
 

We may submit only  
Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

November 2017 
 

       Confirmation:  Glenn Keimig  

     Transfer In:  Richard Anderson 

         

Where We S†and 

Our church family in-

cludes a few people who 

are not able to attend 

church and church ac-

tivities regularly. The 

listing here is those con-

sidered home bound.  

We ask our active mem-

bers to please remember 

these folks with visits, 

cards and/or prayers.  

Alvira Anderson  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Pine #8          

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1326 6th St.                         696-5281 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307                       692-4423 

Pearl Huether  104 4th St. #116              692-5810 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469    605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33             692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201           605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12            692-2949 



Groups with News 

Mount Calvary Aid & LWML met December 2 with 11 members present, 
after the Christmas luncheon. Thirty-three attended the luncheon. 

The secretary’s report was approved. The treasurer’s report showed a bal-
ance of $1143.96; approved. 

Cards were sent and visits to shut-ins made. The new officers for 2018 are 
President: Pamela Baker; Vice President: Erin Bauer; Treasurer: Laura Bort-
nem; Secretary: Pat Friedrich 

Children’s Christmas Treat committee was chosen. Brainfood for college 
students will be distributed the week of December 4. Annual reports are due 
in January. With the help of Laura, the books will be audited by Leona and 
Verla. Hostess for January is Marie. There were no birthdays and the meet-
ing adjourned. 

Submitted by Secretary Pat Friedrich  

The Board of Evangelism is sponsoring Mission Festival Weekend on January 

6th and 7th. All are invited to come to church on Saturday, January 6 from 

9:00-11:00am as the board assembles blessing bags. These bags will be hand-

ed out to church members on Sunday the 7th. Also on Sunday the board will 

welcome Missionary Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram as he preaches at our Divine 

Services and gives a presentation during Adult Bible Class. The weekend will 

conclude with a congregational lunch after church where members will hear 

from the Jastrams and Doug and Lucille Woodford. Doug and Lucille will 

travel to Africa in February to help build a school and organize the library 

there. The Board also plans to give needed items to Pastor Utecht and the 

people he serves at the Rosebud Indian Reservation. It is certain to be a 

weekend filled with joy, fellowship and enthusiasm for giving.  

Bible Bowl 2018 will be held in Pierre on Saturday, April 7. Sixth – 12th 

graders from Mt. Calvary and Peace Lutheran are encouraged to participate 

in this fun contest of biblical knowledge. Practices will be held each Sunday 

evening from 6:00-8:00 starting January 7. This year’s topic is the Gospel of 

John (ESV) and pages 217 to 230 of the Small Catechism. Lorie Cuperus will 

lead the Bible Bowlers from Brookings once again. See her with questions.   



Calvary Kids Corner 


