
 “Everything is permissi-

ble for me”—but not every-

thing is beneficial. 

“Everything is permissible 

for me” – but I will not be 

mastered by anything.    

1 Corinthians 6:12 

 
Tweet-a-Snapa-Insta-Book-Moji  

 Our phones own us. Let’s just be real. If you are a wise 

one that doesn’t have a smarter-than-its-owner-phone, i.e. a 

flip phone, then maybe your phone doesn’t own you. But for 

the majority of Americans, their smartphones own them.  

 This is a problem that is readily noticeable if one takes 

the time to lift his gaze from his phone or other screens to actu-

ally look the recent discoveries of things like the outdoors, na-

ture’s beauty, city parks and playgrounds, home-dwellers next 

door called neighbors, and the greatest newly uncovered land-

mark find – real people. Yes, real people have been discovered 

out there and most astonishingly they are not just phone-droids 

who meander hither and thither, eyes fixed upon the screen, 

fingers flipping pages and snapping chats with ears plugged with 

buds. Thank God that real people still do exist and they make 

appearances for at least an hour a week apart from their elec-

tronic-owners in a place called the church’s sanctuary for a 

thing called the Divine Service. This is a good thing.  

 St. Paul, writing under the inspiration of God the Holy 

Spirit, saw fit to instruct the dear saints of Corinth in morality. 

Everything is indeed permissible but not everything is benefi-

cial. For instance, in terms of the sexual morality that St. Paul 

was writing about, one has the free will to do whatever they 

want to with their bodies sexually, but not everything is benefi-

cial because of the consequences. God’s good order of one man 

and one woman being married first and then having sex is the 

most beneficial for them and all of family and society. However 

that is evidently too boring these days. Here is another example; 

One could scale the fence around the high powerline substation 

and hop inside to check things out and poke around a bit for curi-

osity’s sake, but that one would find out rather quickly just how 

dangerous and unbeneficial jumping the fence was when 100,000 

volts rips through his body rendering him dead. The Lord gives us 

His Word as a barrier and guide to keep us within the bounds of 

our baptisms and within the bounds of a beneficial life.  

On occasion, new opportunities or new interests pop up 

that require Christians to consider what is beneficial and what is 

not. The internet and the smart phone are beneficial in many 

ways and all things are permissible on the internet but not every-

thing is beneficial. Great evils lie in wait there to steal away pos-

sessions, corrupt minds and pervert passions. We must beware of 

these evils and not ignorantly hand our children and ourselves 

over to the deception of the evil one.  

Don’t let your smart phone own you or your children. 

Set limits and boundaries for yourself and your children so that 

you cannot access things unbeneficial. Don’t get your child a 

smart phone and expect them not to peer into the darkness of 

what lurks in the web. Put the phone down, look people in the 

eye and talk to them. Go “off line” and spend time with your fam-

ily away from smart phones and the distractions of the internet 

and do something beneficial in line with your baptism. Be a Chris-

tian that cares for others more than you care for the relationship 

with your phone. Enjoy the graces afforded you in the Divine 

Service. Open your eyes and ears to the Word. Lift your gaze to 

that which is beneficial, not just permissible. “To You I lift up my 

eyes, O You who are enthroned in the heavens!” Psalm 123:1. 

In Christ, 

 Pastor Matt Wurm  
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Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
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The First Amendment states: “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof…”  

In this world, the First Amendment (along with the 
rest of the US Constitution) provides wonderful liber-
ties to all people, especially with the founders’ insist-
ence that government be accountable to the people, 
not simply lording their power over them as in many 
earlier forms of governance. In particular, the First 
Amendment declares that the government shall not 
tell the people what to believe or how to exercise 
their faith—the government shall not establish a na-
tional religion as in England, the Roman Empire, etc., 
nor shall it limit the practices or beliefs of any reli-
gion. 

—As a brief aside, note that the text of the First 
Amendment does not prevent a religion from having 
a voice in the government, the public square, or any-
where else. It does not prohibit posting the Ten Com-
mandments in courtrooms or schools (as long as oth-
er religions’ symbols are not denied). It simply says 
that the government shall not establish a particular 
national religion, nor get in the way of any religion. 
However, since its writing, it has been interpreted 
through Thomas Jefferson’s understanding of 
“separation of church and state.”— 

The First Amendment thus effectively promotes plu-
ralism—the relatively peaceful coexistence of multi-
ple religions. The government can say neither, 
“Believe this (and behave as if it’s true)” nor “Don’t 
believe that (or behave as if it’s true).” The result, 
then, is that all religions are equally good in the eyes 
of the State. From a government standpoint, any 
differences between one religion and another are 
meaningless. One can freely be a Christian, a Muslim, 
or an Atheist, just so long as one’s beliefs don’t lead 
to illegal actions. From a Christian point of view, then, 
the First Amendment guarantees every American 
citizen the right to be a heretic. 

The First Commandment, on the other hand, states, 
“You shall have no other gods.” Far from making 
every religion permissible, the Lord establishes one 
religion as the one which all people must hold, or 
else suffer eternal damnation. This God-given decree 
thus places upon every single person the obligation 

to honor the one true God. The Lord thus denies our 
human-given, First-Amendment-guaranteed “right” 
to be a heretic. 

The next logical question is, “Is the separation of 
Church & State a godly idea or a God-given com-
mandment?” Answer: no. God established the nation 
of Israel as his own people, and he set them up as a 
theocracy. Even when God let them have a king 
(instead of directly being their king himself), he de-
creed, “And when he sits on the throne of his king-
dom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this 
law [the Pentateuch], approved by the Levitical 
priests]” (Deut. 17:18). When a king of Israel took of-
fice, he was effectively required to write a copy of the 
Bible. The king was liable to the Lord and his proph-
ets and priests. King David especially understood this, 
repeatedly refusing to lay a hand on the Lord’s 
anointed, even as Saul was trying to kill him (see 1 
Sam. 24). In addition, Psalm 2 also commands all na-
tions (in particular, their rulers) to honor the Lord as 
God. 

We may draw a number of implications from this, but 
for now suffice it to say that we pledge our allegiance 
first and foremost to the Lord—the one true God 
who has blessed us to be citizens of the United States 
in the 21st century, having more liberties than we 
could ever use properly. All citizens are allowed to be-
lieve whatever they want (and behave accordingly), 
but in reality no one on earth has this “right,” and 
when Jesus returns he will judge everyone on earth 
according to the First Commandment, not the First 
Amendment. Just as Saint Paul made use of his Ro-
man citizenship (e.g. Acts 22:25-29), so also we may 
make use of our rights as Americans; but when push 
comes to shove, we are neither open to “all religions 
are essentially equal,” nor ought we allow ourselves to 
be silenced from proclaiming the Word of the Lord. 

In Christ, 
    Pastor Micah Bauer  

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

The First Amendment: The Right to Be a Heretic 

The Bill of Rights Is Not Divine 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

September 1 1 Chronicles 29:10-13  Job 31-33 

September 2 Psalm 86  Job 34-36 

September 3 Psalm 87  Job 37-39 

September 4 Psalm 88  Job 40-42 

September 5 Psalm 89  Proverbs 1-3 

September 6 Psalm 90  Proverbs 4-7 

September 7 Psalm 91  Proverbs 8-10 

September 8 Psalm 92  Proverbs 11-13 

September 9 Psalm 93  Proverbs 14-16 

September 10 Psalm 94 Proverbs 17-19 

September 11 Psalm 95  Proverbs 20-22 

September 12 Psalm 96  Proverbs 23-25 

September 13 Psalm 97  Proverbs 26-28 

September 14 Psalm 98  Proverbs 29-31 

September 15 Psalm 99  Ecclesiastes 1-3 

September 16 Psalm 100  Ecclesiastes 4-6 

September 17 Psalm 101  Ecclesiastes 7-9 

September 18 Psalm 102  Ecclesiastes 10-12 

September 19 Psalm 103  Song of Solomon 1-4 

September 20 Psalm 104  Song of Solomon 5-8 

September 21 Psalm 105  Jeremiah 1-3 

September 22 Psalm 106  Jeremiah 4-6 

September 23 Psalm 107  Jeremiah 7-9 

September 24 Psalm 108  Jeremiah 10-12 

September 25 Psalm 109 Jeremiah 13-15 

September 26 Psalm 110  Jeremiah 16-18 

September 27 Psalm 111 Jeremiah 19-22 

September 28 Psalm 112  Jeremiah 23-25 

September 29 Psalm 113  Jeremiah 26-28 

September 30 1 Chronicles 29:10-13  Jeremiah 29-31  



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 in re-
ceipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to use as we 
would like to. Drop boxes may be found on the small table by the 
member mailboxes in the narthex. 

 

As of August 13, we have  
collected $32,265.48 in Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Reminder:  We can only use  
Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts and accepted. 

Where We S†and 

Our church family in-

cludes a few people who 

are not able to attend 

church and church ac-

tivities regularly. The 

listing here is those con-

sidered home bound.  

We ask our active mem-

bers to please remember 

these folks with visits, 

cards and/or prayers.  

July 2017 
  Baptisms:  Eleanor Ackermann & Genevieve Deardoff  

  Transfers Out:  Eric, Stephanie & Kelson Peterson  

  Funeral:  Don Johnson  

Join us on Facebook 

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church 

And SDSU LUTHERAN STUDENT FELLOWSHIP 

Alvira Anderson  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Pine #8         693-4314 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1326 6th St.                         696-5281 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307                       692-4423 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469    605-472-4320 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #15              692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201           605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  Park Place Assisted Living, 104 4th St.  #212                     692-2949 



Upcoming Activities 

Sunday, September 10th is the first day of Sunday School! Children, 
please meet for opening in the church basement following first ser-
vice. Tools of Faith, memory work and other resources will be dis-
tributed that day. We're looking forward to a great year of growing 
in the faith together! 

The Sunday School students are beginning the year with 6 weeks of 
learning about the Reformation in celebration of the 500th Anniver-
sary this year! Be sure to ask your child about what he/she learned 
and help them dig deeper at home if you're interested. Below is a 
list of resources that would be great supplements to our Sunday 
School curriculum: 
Martin Luther by Paul Maier, realistic upper level picture book Mar-
tin Luther movies, Pastor Wurm has a couple versions he is willing to 
lend out or the PBS version is on Netflix. 
Website: www.reformation500.org has many resources listed. 

Mt. Calvary will be hosting our first Family Apple Fair on Saturday, 
September 30, from 10:00 to 2:00. This event will feature activities 
for all ages including inflatables, crafts, kids games, apple peeling 
races, a pie eating contest, and an apple dessert contest. We hope 
this will become an annual community event for Brookings. We have 
received a $1,000 grant from the South Dakota LCMS District and we 
have received 3 Thrivent Action Teams to make this fair possible. If 
you would like to volunteer to help with this event, please contact 
Matthew or Pamela Baker.  

http://www.reformation500.org


Calvary Kids Corner 


