
Once when Zechariah’s division was on 
duty and he was serving as priest before 
God, he was chosen by lot, according to 
the custom of the priesthood, to go into 
the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 
And when the time came for the burning 
of incense, all the assembled worshipers 

were praying outside. 

Luke 1:8-10  

 
 

Was the First Christmas really on December 25?  
 
At some point you may have heard someone say that Jesus really 
was not born on December 25. Most accusations against the dating 
of Christ’s birth on December 25 tie in this present day Christian 
festival with evidence from the pagan religions of the barbarians in 
central and northern Europe. You may have heard it said that 
Christmas is just the celebration of the early Roman holiday of 
Saturnalia from December 17-25. This holiday was marked by such 
lewdness and immorality that I dare not write of it in this newslet-
ter. The New England Puritans knew of the correspondence in 
time between Saturnalia and Christmas, but did not know factual 
dates that place Christ’s birth on December 25th. Such a gross de-
ception and accusation must not be stated with no reply from accu-
rate accounts of history.   

 In 386 AD, John Chrysostom, the future bishop of Con-
stantinople, delivered a sermon in Antioch on December 25, 
which he claimed as the day of the birth of Jesus. In his sermon, 
Chrysostom gave support for that date by beginning with the burn-
ing of incense by Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. He 
placed this event at the time of the Fast for the Day of Atonement 
following Feast of Tabernacles. He then worked forward six 
months to the conception of Jesus and then nine months further to 
the birth of Jesus on December 25. As Christians, we ask could this 
really be true? 

 In Luke 1:8-10 we hear that Zechariah’s division was on 
duty in the temple and that there were assembled worshipers out-
side. While he was serving in the temple at this time, the angel 
Gabriel came to him and told him that he would have a son and 
that he should be named John. Luke 1:23-24 tells us that Zechariah 
returned home, Elizabeth became pregnant and remained in seclu-

sion for five months. Luke 1:39-56 informs us that at that time, 
Mary traveled to see Elizabeth and remained with her for three 
months. So at five and a half to six months into Elizabeth’s pregnan-
cy, Jesus was conceived within the Virgin Mary. The key to knowing 
the timeline of Elizabeth’s and Mary’s conception and birthdates is 
knowing the exact time Zechariah’s priestly division served in the 
temple. For more detailed information, go to http://doig.net/
Biblical_Archaeology.htm 

 But in short, based on the division of Jehoiarib having been 
on duty during the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 AD, it is 
possible to establish the weeks in which the division of Abijah served 
during the time of Zacharias. When Zacharias burned incense the 
"whole multitude" were outside in prayer. It is expected that such a 
multitude would only be present at one of the three required feasts. 
In 6 BC the Feast of Tabernacles overlapped the regular serving of 
the division of Abijah. It would be at this time that the angel Gabriel 
appeared to Zacharias. If Elizabeth became pregnant with John the 
Baptist shortly after Zacharias returned home, then John was con-
ceived about October 10, 6 BC. The Annunciation of the conception 
of Jesus followed about five and a half months later, or about March 
25, 5 BC. Jesus was then born nine month later, about December 
25, 5 BC. 

 The absolutely amazing significance of the Christmas timeline 
is this: John the Baptist was the last of the prophets to prophecy the 
coming of the Christ. His future birth was announced by Gabriel 
during Feast of Tabernacles that centered on the dwelling places of 
God—the tent of the Tabernacle in the wilderness and the later 
Temple in Jerusalem. Jesus’ conception within the Virgin Mary oc-
curred within Purim that celebrates victory over the oppression of a 
foreign king. According to the Jewish calendar, December 25 cele-
brates the dedication of the temple (1 Kings 8) where God came to 
dwell in the temple among His people (John 10:22-29). 

 The Incarnation, the dwelling of God with His people, was 
foretold and perfectly timed to fulfill the Feast of Tabernacles by the 
prophet John the Baptist’s birth. Jesus is now our Prophet. Jesus was 
born on the Feast of the Dedication of the Temple. Jesus Christ is 
now our Priest. Jesus was conceived during Purim to free us from 
the foreign oppression of sin. Jesus, the Christ, is now our King. 
Celebrate with confident joy, the birth of your Prophet, Priest, and 
King this December 25. 

 With Christmas Joy, 

 Pastor Matt Wurm  
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“When you are assembled in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our 
Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 5:4-5). 

Wow, Saint Paul is harsh! Kicking someone out of the 
Church would be almost unthinkable today! After all, 
have you ever known a person to be removed from 
the Church (rather than voluntarily leaving or simply 
drifting away)? 

Excommunication ought to be almost unthinkable. It is 
never an action to be taken lightly. But even Jesus saw 
excommunication as a necessary action in certain cas-
es: 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, 
you have gained your brother. But if he does not lis-
ten, take one or two others along with you, that every 
charge may be established by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax col-
lector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 18:15-18). 

Excommunication ought not to be taken lightly, and it 
is never to be exercised quickly or without much dis-
cussion and admonition. However, it is not simply “off 
the table.” 

What sort of sin might get you excommunicated? 
What sort of sin might effectively separate you from 
God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament and the gathering 
of Christ’s holy body on earth? Severe sin—sin which 
“leads to death” (1 John 5:16-17). Sin which you re-
fuse to acknowledge as sin—sin for which you refuse 
Christ’s forgiveness. Sin of which you are unrepent-
ant—sin which you would rather not be rid of, that of 
which you do not want to do better (or even want to 
want to do better). Persistent, unrepentant sin which 
leads to death. 

When you are caught up in such sin, the Church ought 
to approach you, following the steps outlined in Mat-
thew 18 (quoted above). If you refuse to acknowledge 
your sin and turn from it, there is an intermediate 
step which the Church can take before going all the 

way to excommunication (the major ban—the ban 
from the Church). This step is called the minor ban. 

The minor ban is the ban from the Lord’s Table. If 
you are unable to examine yourself and discern your 
sin, we do not want you to partake of the Lord’s Sup-
per to your harm. “Let a person examine himself, 
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 
For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning 
the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. That 
is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have 
died” (1 Corinthians 11:28-30). 

When we commune, we enter into an intimate fel-
lowship with each other. We do not commune indi-
vidually, but with one another and with Christ. If you 
are living in deadly, unrepentant sin, you are not ac-
tually in fellowship with us:  

“If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk 
in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us” (1 John 1:6-10). 

In carrying out these bans, the goal is not simply to 
accuse you or make a public display of turning you 
away. The goal is always to get you to repent, re-
ceive forgiveness, and rejoin in full fellowship with 
us. We will go to these extreme measures in order to 
shake you out of your complacent daze regarding 
your sin. “If he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother” (Matthew 18:15). 

But, of course, Church discipline is nearly impossible 
to exercise effectively in contemporary America. 
When confronted with the severity of their sin and its 
consequences, many people will either simply stop 
going to church or will go to one of the many other, 
more “welcoming” churches in town. But doing so 
only furthers unrepentance and separates us from 
true unity with Christ and his body. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Micah Bauer 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

Corrective Love 
 

Church Discipline in an Undisciplined Age 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

December 1 Isaiah 7:10-8:8 1 Peter 3:1-22 

December 2 Isaiah 8:9-9:7 1 Peter 4:1-19 

December 3 Isaiah 9:8-10:11 1 Peter 5:1-14 

December 4 Isaiah 10:12-27a, 33-34 2 Peter 1:1-21 

December 5 Isaiah 11:1-12:6 2 Peter 2:1-22 

December 6 Isaiah 14:1-23 2 Peter 3:1-18 

December 7 Isaiah 24:1-13 1 John 1:1-2:14 

December 8 Isaiah 24:14-25:12 1 John 2:15-29 

December 9 Isaiah 26:1-19 1 John 3:1-24 

December 10 Isaiah 26:20-27:13 1 John 4:1-21 

December 11 Isaiah 28:14-29 1 John 5:1-21 

December 12 Isaiah 29:1-14 Jude 1-25 

December 13 Isaiah 29:15-30:14 Revelation 1:1-20 

December 14 Isaiah 30:15-26 Revelation 2:1-29 

December 15 Isaiah 30:27-31:9 Revelation 3:1-22 

December 16 Isaiah 32:1-20 Revelation 4:1-11 

December 17 Isaiah 33:1-24 Revelation 5:1-14 

December 18 Isaiah 34:1-2, 8-35:10 Revelation 6:1-17 

December 19 Isaiah 40:1-17 Revelation 7:1-17 

December 20 Isaiah 40:18-41:10 Revelation 8:1-13 

December 21 Isaiah 42:1-25 Revelation 9:1-12 

December 22 Isaiah 43:1-24 Revelation 9:13-10:11 

December 23 Isaiah 43:25-44:20 Revelation 11:1-19 

December 24 Isaiah 44:21-45:13, 20-25 Revelation 12:1-17 

December 25 Isaiah 49:1-18 Matthew 1:1-17 

December 26 Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-51:8, 12-16 Matthew 1:18-25 

December 27 Isaiah 51:17-52:12 Matthew 2:1-12 

December 28 Isaiah 52:13-54:10 Matthew 2:13-23 

December 29 Isaiah 55:1-13 Luke 1:1-25 

December 30 Isaiah 58:1-59:3, 14-21 Luke 1:26-38 

December 31 Isaiah 60:1-22 Luke 1:39-56 



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 in receipts, our 
church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to use as we would like to. Drop 
boxes may be found on the small table by the member mailboxes in the 
narthex. 

As of November 12, we have  
collected $110,018.64 in Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Reminder:  we can only use  
Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   

 

Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts and accepted. 
 

Where We S†and 

Our church family in-

cludes a few people who 

are not able to attend 

church and church ac-

tivities regularly. This 

listing is those consid-

ered home bound. We 

ask our active members 

to please remember 

these folks with visits, 

cards and/or prayers.  

Alvira Anderson  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Pine #8         693-4314 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1326 6th St.                         696-5281 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307                       692-4423 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469    605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #33             692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201           605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12            692-2949 

Like us on Facebook 

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 

SDSU Lutheran Student Fellowship 

And sdsu lsf ALUMNI 

Email is a great way to communicate. If you’d like to receive periodic up-

dates from the church office, just give Annette your email address. You can 

be included in church happenings, prayer requests, the monthly newsletter 

and other valuable news. You may send your email address directly to the 

church office at mountcalvary@swiftel.net. We hope you will consider this 

as a way to stay connected with your church.   



Tis the Season 

Advent Services   

Wednesdays, December 6 & 13 ~ 6:45 P.M. 

Sunday School Christmas Service 

  Wednesday, December 20 ~ 6:45 P.M. 

Christmas Eve Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday, December 24 ~ 9:00 A.M. 

Christmas Eve  Candlelight Service  ~  Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, December 24 ~ 6:45 P.M. 

Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion 

 Monday, December 25 ~ 9:00 A.M. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

Groups with News 

 Mount Calvary LWML Aid met November 2 with 15 members present. 
Pastor Bauer led the devotion on session III of the book Pew Sisters. 
 The secretary and treasurer reports were read and approved. Cards were 
sent and visitations were made to several. All donations were accepted. There 
will be 45-50 students for brain food bags. December 2nd will be our Christmas 
Luncheon. Each member is asked to bring a plate of cookies. A mite collection 
will be made. Peace, Zion of White, Aurora and Flandreau will be invited. 
Thrivent monies will be used for the luncheon, children’s Christmas bags and 
groceries for the frozen meals project on November 18 at 9:00. 
 Christmas program will be December 20th. Donations for the children’s 
bags will be the 10th, 13th & 17th.  
 Officers chosen for the coming year are: President—Pam; Vice Presi-
dent—Erin; Secretary—Pat; Treasurer—Laura. 
 Next meeting is December 2nd after the luncheon.  
       Submitted by Secretary, Pat Friedrich       

Advent Meals 

Wednesday, December 6 
The Altar Guild will be serving a delicious entrée. 

Wednesday, December 13  
The Youth will be serving soup and sandwiches. 

Wednesday, December 20 
The Men’s Club will serve sub sandwiches. 

 

All meals begin at 5:30 in the fellowship hall downstairs. A free-will offering is 
taken for each group. If you are able, please bring a dish to pass. Your pres-

ence, however, is more important then your contribution.  
Please come! 



Calvary Kids Corner 


