
 

The Congregation as Family  

The other week I read an article that argued we should view the 

congregation as family from the point of Scripture. I found it 

fascinating. St. Paul’s words at the end of the book of Ephesians 

always seemed out of place, but not for one who understood 

the congregation as family.  

 A man by the name of William Carey was a British 

Christian missionary to the people of India. Early on in his work 

he met resistance from his fellow clergyman because they as-

serted than any overseas mission rejected the doctrine of elec-

tion. Carey argued from Matthew 28:19-20 and Mark 16:15 

that the commission to go, baptize, and teach, was given not 

only to the apostles during their day, but also to the church 

throughout all time. The church, therefore, was to send mis-

sionaries to all nations. Carey, however, wrote to encourage 

foreign missions, not to persuade congregations to accommo-

date to their local culture. Over time, the commission became 

the “Great Commission” and in our American context, the 

“Great Commission” has become the rationale that seeks to 

change the church to be more like the culture around it. This 

should not be.  

 Ongoing change for a family is not good. Repetitive, 

stable, ordinary practices are good for family life and provide 

comfort. Children need consistency, love, and reliable discipline. 

A family grounded in tradition and routine is a stable family and is 

comfortable inviting others to join them. In fact, this is the basis 

of evangelism. Within the family of God, the pastor feeds the 

Lord’s children with the word; as they grow in stability of faith, 

the children tell others what their Father is doing. They invite 

others to come to church and join the family for worship. As the 

children of God go about their callings in the world, they share 

the Gospel with those they encounter. Evangelism grows out of 

family, rather than apart from – or at the expense of – the fami-

ly’s identity. Life within the family of the congregation passes on 

the rich traditions and stories from one generation to the next. 

There is comfort in saying, “This is how my grandfather did it and 

his grandfather before him.” This family is my family. 

 When a family is constantly changing, no one knows quite 

who they are anymore. The household loses its story and self-

understanding, existing only for the here and now. There is an 

inherent instability that easily communicates indecision to others: 

church might feel like an event, but not a family. Instability is a 

dangerous thing for the long term and unhelpful to evangelism.   

 Where change is constant, chaos and disorder reign. But 

not within the household of God. As the church, we are the chil-

dren of God and the bride of Christ. The order of God’s will and 

word invites the anxious soul and mixed-in-chaos family to find 

peace and rest within the congregation—the family of God here 

on earth. There the soul finds a place within the family and is 

nourished by the word and sacraments. There the soul finds sus-

tenance, answers for life’s quandaries, peace, and rest. There, the 

dining room table always has room for one more.  

 So come in and enjoy the family of God within the congre-

gation. And go out to your vocations in the world and invite oth-

ers to receive the blessings that come from the congregation as 

family.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Matt Wurm 
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“Therefore a man shall leave 

his father and mother and hold 

fast to his wife, and the two 

shall become one flesh.” This 

mystery is profound, and I am 

saying that it refers to Christ 

and the church. 

Ephesians 5:31-32 



What about the positive side of the commandment? 
Luther says, “…but call upon it [the Lord’s name] in 
every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.” How 
should we use the Lord’s name? As if it actually car-
ries some weight. As if God is actually listening. As if 
God desires to hear our prayers and answer them. 

God revealed his personal name to Moses: the Lord 
(in Hebrew,  = הוהיYHWH, JHVH, or somewhere in-
between; see Exodus 3:13-17). When you hear people 
refer to God as Yahweh or Jehovah, or when you see 
“the Lord” (all caps) in the Bible, this is what it’s all 
about: God as he has revealed himself in his proper, 
personal name. The Lord, and not some vague no-
tion of “god” as many people have today. Yahweh, 
not Allah. 

Many modern Jewish people have an interesting take 
on this commandment. Somewhere along the line, 
Jews decided that, in order not to misuse the Lord’s 
name, they’d just not use it. This is why we’re not en-
tirely sure how to pronounce it. When they read from 
the Torah, they instead say “adonai" (God). After all, if 
you don’t use the Lord’s name, you can’t break the 
Second Commandment, right? Well, you’re missing 
the point. You should use Yahweh’s name—to call 
upon him directly, personally, in prayer. He has gra-
ciously revealed himself to us—even as our Father! 

In Christ, 

Rev. Micah Bauer  

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your 
God. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God 
so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or 
deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, 
pray, praise, and give thanks. 

This commandment is about cursing and swearing, 
but not in the way you might think. It’s not about 4-
letter words or washing your mouth with soap (which 
I myself have had to do). No, it’s actually a much big-
ger deal than vulgarity. 

In Moses’ day, Luther’s day, and in ours, as well—
albeit in more hidden ways—these words have a dif-
ferent meaning. Cursing means literally speaking a 
curse upon someone in order to inflict pain or trou-
ble—calling upon God or demons to torment a per-
son. This is the real use of saying, “God damn it [or 
him].” Swearing means taking an oath by God’s name 
(see Matthew 5:33-37). This is the real use of saying, 
“I swear to God…” 

To fail to keep the Second Command is to call upon 
God wrongly or upon demons for any reason. On the 
one hand, it might read, “You shall not use the Lord’s 
name flippantly or ‘in vain’ (‘in emptiness’ or ‘as if it’s 
nothing’).” On the other, it might read “You shall not 
call upon the devil or his demons.” For example, Oui-
ja boards are a terrible idea. Baptized children of God 
have no place calling upon “spirits” (demons) to re-
veal things to them; the Word of God is our spiritual 
revelation. 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

Ouija Boards, Not Using the Lord’s Name at All, and Other Bad Ideas 
Keeping the Second Commandment Today 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

November 1 Exodus 15:1-18  Hosea 8-10 

November 2 Psalm 122  Hosea 11-14 

November 3 Psalm 123  Joel 

November 4 Psalm 124  Amos 1-5 

November 5 Psalm 125  Amos 6-9 

November 6 Psalm 126  Obadiah, Jonah 

November 7 Psalm 127  Micah 1-3 

November 8 Psalm 128  Micah 4-7 

November 9 Psalm 129  Nahum 

November 10 Psalm 130  Habakkuk 

November 11 Psalm 131  Zephaniah 

November 12 Psalm 132  Haggai 

November 13 Psalm 133  Zechariah 1-5 

November 14 Psalm 134  Zechariah 6-10 

November 15 Psalm 135  Zechariah 11-14 

November 16 Psalm 136  Malachi 

November 17 Psalm 137  Matthew 1-2 

November 18 Psalm 138  Matthew 3-4 

November 19 Psalm 139  Matthew 5-6 

November 20 Psalm 140  Matthew 7-8 

November 21 Psalm 141  Matthew 9-10 

November 22 Psalm 142  Matthew 11-12 

November 23 Psalm 143  Matthew 13-14 

November 24 Psalm 144  Matthew 15-16 

November 25 Psalm 145  Matthew 17-18 

November 26 Psalm 146  Matthew 19-20 

November 27 Psalm 147  Matthew 21-22 

November 28 Psalm 148  Matthew 23-24 

November 29 Psalm 149-150  Matthew 25-26 

November 30 Exodus 15:1-18  Matthew 27-28  



Where We S†and 

September 2017 
   

   Baptism: Jaxson Pace 
 
   Transfers In: Amanda Hyett & Elijah Kosse 
    

Email is a great way to communicate. If you’d like to receive periodic up-

dates from the church office, just give Annette your email address. You can 

be included in church happenings, prayer requests, the monthly newsletter 

and other valuable news. You may send your email address directly to the 

church office at mountcalvary@swiftel.net. We hope you will consider this 

as a way to stay connected with your church.   

Our church family in-

cludes a few people who 

are not able to attend 

church and church ac-

tivities regularly. The 

listing here is those con-

sidered home bound. We 

ask our active members 

to please remember 

these folks with visits, 

cards and/or prayers.  

Alvira Anderson  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Pine #8         693-4314 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1326 6th St.                         696-5281 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307                       692-4423 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469    605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #15              692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201           605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr. Birch #12            692-2949 

Like us on Facebook 

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 

SDSU Lutheran Student Fellowship 

And sdsu lsf ALUMNI 

Electronic Communication 



Calvary Kids Corner 


