
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clearing up the identity angst of our kids and  

ourselves… 
 

It seems like every other week that I am called 
on to provide pastoral care to a child, adolescent or 
young adult who is struggling with some sort of iden-
tity issue. It may be a college student whose social 
media postings don’t measure up to the active, fun, 
and successful image promoted by all of his or her 
friends. Or perhaps it’s an adolescent in junior high 
who is burdened with irrational and unreachable ex-
pectations for looks, friends, popularity, and scholar-
ship. It could even be a child whose seeming inability 
to conform to traditional gender norms has raised 
concerns for his parents. 

 Identity angst has gotten worse in recent history 
due to the rampant increase in leisure time, technolo-
gy, social media usage, and medical capabilities. It’s 
an area of concern that our pioneer forefathers didn’t 
have to deal with out in Dakota Territory 150 years 
ago—at least not to this degree. However, for us to-
day, the next frontier is not conquering the West, or 
even the Moon or Mars. The next frontier is 
transgender rights and then (as some are predicting) 
polyamory and then… Lord have mercy! 

 It is understandable that confessional Lutherans 
shake their heads and throw up their hands when they 
read of a transgender kindergartener being supported 
by his parents and school administration. It is under-

standable that Lutheran pastors and parishioners alike 
struggle to find the words and coherent thoughts with 
which to voice a response because these issues are new 
to us. However, despite the crazy times in which we 
live, we have the ability to give answer and a clear wit-
ness to our identity in Christ. 

 All we simply need is the reality that Holy Bap-
tism imparts. All of one’s being, worth, and place in 
this world is given in Holy Baptism. Our identity is not 
of our own making or of our own imagination – our 
identity is in Christ (Ro 6:3). In a fallen world, it is un-
derstandable that the evil one would attempt to deceive 
us into thinking that our value is something that we 
must achieve by our own doing, or that our worth de-
pends on the individuality of our manufactured, manip-
ulated or self-transformed identity, but that is not the 
reality. 

 The reality is that we are baptized into Christ.  
We were bought at a price—the price of the life-blood 
of the Holy One of God, His only begotten Son. Do we 
have value? YES! Does the confused child, the anxious 
adolescent, the image-obsessed young adult — even 
the sixty-something man struggling with gender dys-
phoria — have worth and value? YES! How do we 
know? Because Jesus died for them and He died for 
you. Do we have an identity and a place? YES! It is in 
Christ and the identity He puts on us and the ordered 
gender placed and assigned to us.  

So we remember our baptisms and all the bless-
ings and promises included there. Our baptism into 
Christ grants real peace to the identity angst we daily 
face in a world run by popular fantasy. To clear up our 
identity angst, we apply the promises signed and sealed 
in the water and word of Holy Baptism—we remem-
ber our baptisms.  

 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Matt Wurm 
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On August 29, 2017 a coalition of evangelical Christian 

leaders released a public doctrinal document known as 

the Nashville Statement. In it, they assert their belief that 

marriage should be between a man and a woman, con-

demning the practice—and even the acceptance—of 

“homosexual immorality or transgenderism.” The docu-

ment accurately portrays the ethical position of basically 

the entire Church until the 1920s or so; the authors are 

correct to assert that endorsing homosexuality 

“constitutes an essential departure from Christian faithful-

ness and witness” (Article 10). 

This document has of course been widely criticized in 

the public sphere by those who are sympathetic to the 

LGBT movement or who simply want to distance them-

selves from conservative Christianity (because original sin 

= by default everybody despises Jesus). This response 

shocked exactly nobody. Various cities and groups have 

responded with their own secular doctrinal statements, 

either straight-up denouncing the historic ethics of the 

Church (and of essentially the whole world for 98% of hu-

man history), or focusing on how “God is love” and so we 

should get rid of this hate, bro. 

My criticism, however, reflects that of Aaron Taylor in 

his First Things article, “Nashville and Sodom” (https://

www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2017/09/nashville-

and-sodom). Taylor argues that, while the Nashville State-

ment portrays an orthodox Christian ethic, it fails to pro-

vide an actual argument or grounding for this ethic: “But 

perhaps the most unusual thing about the Nashville State-

ment is that it fails to include any clear, unambiguous ex-

planation of why homosexuality should be opposed.” 

The Nashville Statement thoroughly explains the sur-

face level of its position: homosexuality and transgender-

ism are “sexual immorality.” However, it fails to explain 

why these are considered immoral. “Is homosexual conduct 

wrong because the Bible says so, or are the biblical prohi-

bitions a nod to homosexuality’s intrinsic unnaturalness? 

Is homosexual sex wrong because God arbitrarily defines 

marriage as heterosexual, or does Christian teaching on 

marriage reflect a divinely ordained telos [end/goal] in the 

distinction of the sexes? The statement correctly indicates 

what Christians believe, but it fails to explain 

why” (“Nashville and Sodom”). 

The point is this: the Nashville Statement fails to ex-

plain whether God’s condemnation of homosexuality is 

rooted in a larger sexual ethic. Since the document doesn’t 

make the argument, unbelievers might assume that Chris-

tians make arbitrary decisions about what they will disap-

prove of and what, hypocritically, they will allow for them-

selves. In particular, if there is not a larger, biblical sexual 

ethic at work here, then what about all the other forms of 

non-procreative sex (where procreation is impossible, not 

because of barrenness, but because of the nature of the 

sexual activities carried out and/or their forced limita-

tions.)? Why reject some non-traditional sexual activities 

but not others? Why reject birth control (if one would do 

such a thing)? Would it, in fact, be wrong for a person to 

be celibate and yet thoroughly believe that he is a she? 

But God has designed a deeper, holistic sexual ethic—

one which fits in with his entire order of creation. God 

made humankind male and female. These are not arbitrary 

categorizations; they are intrinsic to our humanity. Jesus 

answered a question about divorce, “Have you not read 

that he who created them from the beginning made them 

male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his 

father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 

two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two 

but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let 

not man separate” (Matt. 19:4-6; cf. Gen. 1:27; 2:20-24). 

To deny these categories or the ethics which directly 

flow from them is to deny God’s order—which will, in the 

end, bite you. But to fail to teach the biblical grounding for 

our moral beliefs is to forfeit those beliefs in another gen-

eration or two. If your parents passed down the house 

rule, “say ‘please’ and ‘thank you,’” but they didn’t teach 

the virtue of humility or its biblical foundation, why would 

you enforce this rule for your kids—or how would you 

even explain it to them—and why would they pass it 

down? 

In Christ, 

Pastor Bauer 

 

A Word From  

Pastor Bauer 

Orthodox Sexual Ethics, minus the Grounding 
The Nashville Statement Fails to Make a Solid Argument 



 

Date First Reading Second Reading 

October 1 Jonah 2:2-9  Jeremiah 32-34 

October 2 Psalm 114  Jeremiah 35-37 

October 3 Psalm 115  Jeremiah 38-40 

October 4 Psalm 116  Jeremiah 41-43 

October 5 Psalm 117  Jeremiah 44-47 

October 6 Psalm 118  Jeremiah 48-50 

October 7 Psalm 119:1-8  Jeremiah 51-52 

October 8 Psalm 119:9-16  Lamentations 1-2 

October 9 Psalm 119:17-24  Lamentations 3-5 

October 10 Psalm 119:25-32  Ezekiel 1-3 

October 11 Psalm 119:33-40  Ezekiel 4-6 

October 12 Psalm 119:41-48  Ezekiel 7-9 

October 13 Psalm 119:49-56  Ezekiel 10-12 

October 14 Psalm 119:57-64  Ezekiel 13-15 

October 15 Psalm 119:65-72  Ezekiel 16-18 

October 16 Psalm 119:73-80  Ezekiel 19-21 

October 17 Psalm 119:81-88  Ezekiel 22-24 

October 18 Psalm 119:89-96  Ezekiel 25-27 

October 19 Psalm 119:97-104  Ezekiel 28-30 

October 20 Psalm 119:105-112  Ezekiel 31-33 

October 21 Psalm 119:113-120  Ezekiel 34-36 

October 22 Psalm 119:121-128  Ezekiel 37-39 

October 23 Psalm 119:129-136  Ezekiel 40-42 

October 24 Psalm 119:137-144  Ezekiel 43-45 

October 25 Psalm 119:145-152  Ezekiel 46-48 

October 26 Psalm 119:153-160  Daniel 1-3 

October 27 Psalm 119:161-168  Daniel 4-6 

October 28 Psalm 119:169-176  Daniel 7-9 

October 29 Psalm 120  Daniel 10-12 

October 30 Psalm 121 Hosea 1-4 

October 31 Jonah 2:2-9  Hosea 5-7 



Keep saving your Hy-Vee receipts. Once we have $150,000 in 
receipts, our church will receive $1,000 from Hy-Vee to use as 
we would like to. Drop boxes may be found on the small table 
by the member mailboxes in the narthex. 

 

As of September 12, we have collected  
$46,253.25 in Hy-Vee receipts.     

 
Reminder:  We can only use Brookings Hy-Vee receipts.   

 
Grocery, Pharmacy and Gas receipts and accepted. 

August 2017 

  

    Baptisms:  Paige Koenig  

  

    Funeral:  Donna Lienemann 

 

    Transfer Out: Anneliese Folwaczny 

Where We S†and 

Our church family in-

cludes a few people 

who are not able to at-

tend church and 

church activities regu-

larly. The listing here 

is those considered 

home bound. We ask 

our active members to 

please remember these 

folks with visits, cards 

and/or prayers.  

Alvira Anderson  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Pine #8         693-4314 

Darlene Carpenter  The Neighborhoods, 2421 Yorkshire Dr.  Ash #6        

Delores Carpenter  ULC, 405 1st Ave. #112  

Amy Heidemann  1326 6th St.                         696-5281 

Barb Hines   ULC, 405 1st Ave. #307                       692-4423 

Tyler Krump   17267 W. 3rd St., Redfield, SD  57469    605-472-4323 

Floyd & Alyce Melrose 1906 12th St. S. #15              692-5755 

Chris Wellnitz  701 1st Ave. NE  #104, Watertown, SD  57201           605-886-6449 

Shirley Wiese  Park Place Assisted Living, 104 4th St.  #212                     692-2949 

Mount Calvary LWML and Aid met September 7th with 12 members present. 

Pastor Bauer led the devotion. All reports given and accepted. The Apple Festival 

will be September 30th. Aid will bring pies for judging and selling. There will be 

entertainment for all. September 15 will be Family Board Game Night. October 

8th is LWML Sunday with coffee, muffins and information between services. Oc-

tober 6th is a workshop at St. Johns in Yankton. Zone Rally is at Zion in White 

on October 21st. Reformation service is on October 29th at 3:30pm. Hostess 

was Marlene. October hostess is Pat. 

Submitted by Secretary Pat 



Calvary Kids Corner 


