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September is a month of beginnings.
School has already begun for some and is off and
running at SDSU. Football season is beginning.
The warm days of summer will begin to turn into
cool and crisp autumn days. Sunday school and
adult Bible Study are about to begin again too.
Beginning after beginning starts anew in the

end of time into the present day. These words
from the Last Day given to us now are proleptic
words, that is, these words come backwards
from the End of Time and invade our present
time. The word of Holy Baptism pronounces
you righteous proleptically, spoken as you
stand before the Father on the Last Day but re-

month of September.

In The Chronicles of Narnia, a se-
ries written by 20" century theologian
C.S. Lewis, the creation account of the
fictitious land of Narnia does not occur
until the fifth book in the series.
Rather, the whole series begins with
the redemption account, and the reader
is invited to look back at the creation

ceived in time now. The words of in-
stitution are also spoken proleptically,
giving us a foretaste of the feast to
come at the end of all time. Here in
this meal, the final restoration of crea-
tion breaks into our present day.

We read all the words of Scrip-
ture through the Word made flesh.
We read all the words of Scripture

account through the lens of redemption.

In a series of lectures given at the Univer-
sity of Berlin in the winter of the 1932-33 school
year, German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer
commented, “The Church only sees the begin-
ning in the end...We can read towards Christ only
if we know that Christ is the beginning, the new
and end of our world.”

Christ Jesus is “the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and the
end” (Rev. 22:13). He, the Word made flesh,
who spoke the world into existence, is the same
God who bespeaks us righteous. He, the Word
made flesh, comes to us in words, words from the

knowing and anticipating the end of all things.
The Word made flesh, the One who spoke
creation into existence, is the very Word who
has and will pronounce you righteous on the
Last Day and will gather you into another begin-
ning, a renewed and restored Eden. Only this
beginning will have no end.
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Bike-For-Life

Saturday, September 11th

Lutherans For Life is again sponsoring the Annual Bike-A-Thon to
the Alpha Center in Sioux Falls. On Saturday, September 11th
we will team up with Pastor Nour’s group from Armour and meet
at the Alpha Center in Sioux Falls. All proceeds will go the ultra-
sound equipment at the Alpha Center. This equipment is crucial
for saving unborn babies. When mothers see pictures of their ba-
bies in utero they are much less ready to abort them. We encour-
age all riders to join us. We will leave from Peace Lutheran
Church about 9:00am, ride to Sioux Falls, have supper at the Al-
pha Center and return home. Food and water will be provided
along the way. We seek donations from the members; please
support us generously. Make your checks payable to East Da-
kota Lutherans For Life.
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During the holiday season of 2009, Project Joy jolexy gifts to
600 children in Brookings County. Even thoughsiteiarly to be
thinking about Christmas, the Project Joy Commiisesdready pre-
paring for this year’s Christmas store. Project idosupported by
groups and individuals in the community by conttibg toys, gift
cards, clothes and monetary donations. With caetinsupport,
they will be able to stock yet another store fatdrlkbn and families
in need.

Project Joy accepts gifts for children of all agspecially for chil-
dren ages 13-18. Donations are tax deductibleaaredeipt will be
provided if needed. Unwrapped gifts may be droppfédt Brook-
ings Radio during business hours, Monday—Fridape @eadline
for drop-off is December 8th. The store will beeapto families
December 12th & 13th.

Please consider helping out Project Joy this hyplgason.
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